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SEPTEMBER
Monday
Tve heard that athletes are born with s?t:}nl
genes that make them 39:::] at sports. Well,
whatever those genes are, i guess T was born

WITHOUT +hem.

Mom s nlwn;(s deihs that w:r)rnh: who's ?nr-t of
a team l\ns an in\)aﬁnh'l' role to ?lnf‘ But whth

it comes to sports, it seems like my an is to
make evtrybad?r ELSE look 300&

1
At +his point in_my life, T'm pretty sure Tm not
gohha_grow up to become a Prafessiaml athlete.
So I'm oﬁicially anhouhcing my retirement.




The f.r‘nl.?f +hh3 S, T used 4o nc‘l‘ul“)f LIKE spnr'l*s
But that was back in Pr:schml when sports were
still FUN. The first sport T ever Pln?f:d was
soccer. 1 didnt know the rules, but neither did
dh?f of the other kids. So most of the time it was
JUS"" pure chaos on +the field.
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Wherever the ball went, we all chdsd nf‘l‘er it.
E.'ﬂ:ry once in a while the ball would pop out of the

?‘“‘k and 90 in someone S goal, then EVERYONE
would celebrate.




Naba&y ktfﬂ' score, S0 you hever knew who was

wihru'hs or 1-':-5Ih3. Ah& H*.t Fnrthﬂ didn+t care

because +hey were ‘oo {ausy &oih& +htir own ﬂ\ihs.

The referees were middle-school kids, and H\E;/
didn+ renlly pay attention to the game, either.




Th fact, the refs didnt even blow their whistles
when the ball went out of bounds. So half the
time wed be Plnyihs on the wrong field and didn+
KNOW it. -

After the game, we d n|wn?fs get slushies and
Juh.k food at the snack shack. And sometimes we
wouldnt even wait for the game +o be OVER +o
treat ourselves.
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The coaches were r:nll)( nice and made sure everyone
3a+ a r.\\nhr.c o score. Ah& that made eurynhc
feel 300& about themselves.

Back ‘H‘\Eh, I was SURE I was gohna grow up
to be a pr‘of:ssinml soccer Pln?'tr'. T even ke.?+ ry
rookie card in mint condition in case i+ turned out

+o be worth sgr-r:ﬂ‘\iha ohe clny.
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But when we sa'i‘ to kimjmrsnﬁ‘th, :\ftry‘l'l'\ihs
CHANGED. The refs started using +heir

whistles, and 'H\:r didnt let us do the kinds of
ﬂ'ﬁh&s we sa'i' nwny with the )/tnr before.

That season, the refs blew +heir whistles almost
every +ime T +touched the ball. So when T was in
the game, T4 stand in the corner of the field

and Pr‘n)( the ball didn+t roll 4o me.
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T+45s not lke T was st'H’t'hs a lot of ?In?‘ihs time
n kihd:ranﬁm anyway. The coach nnl)l put in
+he kids wha were G , and the rest of us sat
on the bench.

Mom told me the reason the coach wasnt Pln?lihs
me was because T was his “secret wmpah“ and he

was savihs me for a bis moment.

e B 4

But T didnt understand that Mom was Just
+r7ih3 +o make me feel better about nysdf. Se
whenever the coach DID ?d‘ me in the game, 14
Saaui"l‘\'mr:‘ﬂ‘ﬁnkihsl:uns‘\a‘l’rl‘ug.
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Even the snack shack wasnt fun that year. Some
parents cnnplnihed +hat +l~.¢7 were selling too much
Juhk food, so the r:?lnccci the slushies and other
sugary treats with HEALTHY options.

But the slushie sales from the snack shack ?nid
for the field u?ku?. So that year +he Pnrks
dePnr"l'nr.h'l' could only afford 4o mow the grass

once ﬂ:rr three weeks, which r:nlly slowed the

3&!"‘!&5 dm-m.




Af‘l‘er a bunch of kids 3a+ ticks from Pln)(ihs
soccer in the lohs grass, ﬂ\tf decided 1o end the
season :nrly, which was 'l'a'hll)( fine with ME.

T feel bad that Tve never been 3aoJ at sports,
because T +think Dad was “\o?nhs T4 be a star
athlete. Whenever hed go to +the librnry, hed
nlwnrs come home with a stack of sports books.




I'n sure there are kids whu are into those -l'ﬂns
of stories, but that was never ME.

Tf 7ou go 1o +he L’brnry, )fau'u find all sorts of
books about kids who do amazing 'ﬂ\ihss and lead
their teams to H’ic‘h’:r)(. But T never had nh?(
experiences like that, and Tl bet +here are lots
of kids out there Just like me.
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So one of these tln)rs Snmbody should write a book
for the REST of us.

T+s not like Thve got nhfl‘hihs against sports.
T lke them Jus+ fine, as Inhs as T'm not the one
PLAYING. Tn fact, this summer T watched the

Ol)fnpics on 1V PrrH‘r much nonstop.

T+ was Moms idea for us to watch the games as a
fdrvil)l. She sn{s +hat these Jays ﬂ:rynm's in their
own little bubbles, and sports is one of the uhly
-i'h'hss +hat can still brihg people +a3t+l\tr. But T
+hink a little 'i'ostﬂ'\:rhess goes a long way.
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Mom says she loves the Olrn?its because 'ﬂ\e?v show
what human b:ihas are mPnblr. of at their best.

But T like wnhhins for the BLOOPERS.

Tm JuS‘I‘ 3Ind its Sambodr ELSE out there and
not ME. Because T'm sure T'd be nervous if T
knew there were millions of Pmplt wnhHhs from
home. And when you mess. up in the Olyn‘)ics,

yau'rr. Su??usnd to act srnuful about it.
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But f I Jus+ s?r.nf four 7cars of n),' life +rmruh5
and then made some dumb mistake, Tm ?"Hf
sure 1 d have trouble Sr-u'l-hs for the cameras.

FOOT FRULY
DISQUALIFIED

Thats why 14 do one of those s?ar'fs where
}‘au're ?nr:l'. of a TEAM. Because -H\m, when ?fau
screw up, it's harder for ?ln?lt to tell.

= MIND IF I SQUEEZE
o] [ meriams
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Tn fact, if I was h the Oi}fr-r?u:s. T4 be
ane of thase events where a HORSE s involved.

B-.-musr: ﬂ-\ch -t'r snnt'i'hhﬂ qocs wrung, at least
’wu'd have someone +ta BLAMEL

f ”"E%Eﬁiﬁf‘”‘x {EOUESTRIFIN

THUNDERBOLT HERE /
REWED UP!
__ SCREWED P!

But now thet L think about #, thats ?rubqb\y +he

reason uhf harses somethimes act out.




E.v:n +l'\au3h we watched a lot of Olyrﬁ?ics coverage,
T still dont understand the way .-.?:r)rfhha works.

For one 'i'\'\ins, T dont see Hl\7 1'}1\:)( ahly hand
out medals +o the athletes who +ake +the top three
spots in a competition. T+ seems +o me like the
could k::? gong with the medals so EVERYONE

goes }\om with a Priu.
15th PLACE: ALUMINUM MEDAL

GREG
HEFFLEY

The wn)f S 1 r-5h+ now, 'H'\:)r give you a Salcl
medal if you take first ?luu, siver you take
s:t_nhd, and bronze if )mu take third. But T feel
lke theres a P“ﬁ)' b'S step down between silver
nhd brahu.
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At least sal& and silver are WORTH San:'l’“\ihs.

But if you won a bronze mdnl, ){nu’d be |uck7 to
3:‘1’ a few bucks for it.

UWAQ || | WE BUY : s cons
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1 \cisurc. the moment ynur medal is the most valuable
is right after you WIN it. So if T got one, T4
‘h)( to take a Vantage of the TV audience and
find a buytr.

LIVE THIS DAZZLING
MEDAL CAN BE YOURS
TO OWN! SERIOUS

OFFERS ONLY!

.

GREG HEFFLEY

FIRST-TIME
MEDALIST




Durihs the medal ccr:mh;v ﬂm}v have the +a?
three athletes stand on a ?oJiun, and then ﬂ'\r.)r
Plu)r the 50[& medalist's national anthem and make
the other two athletes stand there and listen.
But if T ook silver or bronze, T4 pop in_some
earbuds so T could Jam to my owh tunes.

One of Moms favorite 'I‘l'\ihss about the 0|)fn1(7ic$
is when 'l'\\c?r tell +he life stories of the athletes
who are competing. Some of the stories are r:nll)f
ihs?irihs, because a lot of these athletes had o

overcome +ou3l'\ c}\nllchsts to get where ‘i‘hty are.
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But L ever mﬂ: + e the Qlyrn?-ﬁ. H?‘_ S‘I‘m",'
ﬂﬂhldhl't bﬁ all 'H'\G-'f :n:.P.rafmrmL

QPUGHHED
/ &~

N 2804 ¢

GREG REFFLEY: PARENTS MADE HimMm PLAY SPORTS

Moo L!:‘.EPS ‘N;ﬂ.h.a me that one &n;\e T could be

an OIyn?mh__.nhd T shaudd start my "l}l:yrnfm:.
Jaurne}.f' how. Dut T FnsH*)f sure 15 nh':udy Yoo
LATE for me.

For most s?or'ts-, )mu have to start ?layma r:nll?'
)fol.rhs it you wanna be nn7 3ood So_even if I 3n-t.
SErousS, ™ Sure 14 be :an?t‘hhs wth kids who are
half my age.
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Te hmrd that in some countries H“Y id:n-h'{y
kids with ?afeh'hul SUPER urly, and then 'I'"\:7
send them aff 4o these elite acaderves +o 4rain
araund the clack.

1 rmlly don+ think theres un{ ha?t for me of

hcmmna an Ol-}pnP-un. But r-7 rather Hanny S
:mlr n Fru;hml._m_myb:. hes sl got 4 shot.

1§




T'm not an expert on this stuff or anrﬂ\jns, but
from what Tve seen, the kid looks like he's 3a+
POTENTIAL.
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Ta be \\ahest I wouldnt mind if Mom and

Dad SHPP':& Mnhh?f off 40 one of those sports
academies. Because that would be one less person
T4 have o share a bathroom with.

/
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VROOM

&3 1)

ACADEMY ¢
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But m?‘bc there are some Spnr'i‘s that ){ﬂu can Start
when rau‘rt a li+te older, and theres still hnpt for
a_person ke me. Because i+ would be prr:H‘y cool to
represent your mun'fr)/ as an Ol?‘n?mh, no matter

WHAT sport you campete in.

Ahﬂ of I won a GOLD madul, ?‘nu can bet I.'cl
never take i+ OFF,

PA




When you wih a 501& medal, 7nu'rr. set for LIFE.
And even when your Ol)(rn?ic career is over, you
can still make a fortune dnihs appearances and

sighing stuff.

WILL NOT

But the real mmfs in_advertising products on TV.
And T4 say yes 4o EVERYTHING as long as +he

money. was good.

NO CHALKY
RESIDUE!

22




The best 'ﬂ'\ihs about btihs an athlete is that you
can retire YOUNG. And that would be srcud' for

a_person like me, because there are lots of ?lntcs

T4 like 1o visit and things T4 like 1o see.

So I}n hot soihs to 3-’“ up on sPnr'ts Jus+ 7:.'}.
Because who knows? Mn)rbt T could be a person
:\r:rram looks vp to.

FIRST ATTEMPT

=

HIGH DIVE

-
r L
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.|II
I'|| I,|I
'ﬁ‘l‘
oy '
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Tuesduy
T4+ 4urns out Tm gonha have a chance to prove
r-?rsr.lf sooner than 1T THOUGHT. When we got

back o school after summer vacation, there were
PGS‘h:rs in the ’nn”wnys anhouncing Field Ddf-

&N (AU.IIG ALL !mILETEs’

FIELD DAY
Q 15 ALMOST IIERE'?

NEXT WEDIESDAY @ 1:30 P,

ﬂ'\:)! have Field Dn?( at r-u)( middle school :\r:r)w
four years, and the last time 'i'htr held i+ was
when n)( brother Rodrick was rﬁ)( age. T remember
him getting excited about the r.anpc'h'hah because
the wihhihg homeroom got free ice cream at lunch.

24




Well, this year 'l’h:)r’w: raised the stakes. Tf
your homeroom wins +the competition, your class
gets a Jn?f off from school. So that has ﬂrtrynhr.
motivated +o WIN.

But the person who wants the cln)f off the
MOST is Mrs. Bosh, my homeroom teacher. She's
pregnant and is ulwnys telling us how hard it is
+o be on her feet all dnr.

25




Well, T could use a dny off from school, to0. 1
dont want 4o let Mrs. Bosh or the rest of my
team down, so Tm actually taking this competition
Prt'H)v SERIOUSLY.

The +Hh3 iS, T'm not in the best sl\n?t rish-f
now. So unless T do Sar-t'i'}\ihs about T, T wont
be able 4o h:lP us on the bis Jn;r.

I told Dad I wanted o 3::? n s}m‘):, and he
said T could start going to the aym with HIM.
Tm not 'I'r?!iha 4o be rude or dhrﬂ\ihs, but
Dad’s been soihs +o the same s}m for )ftﬁl".i; and
whatever he's Jniha there doesn+ rmllr look like

s ol 1
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But T figured nnrl'hihs would be better than
what Tve been &oiha for exercise, which is
nothing. So after dinner T threw on some
workout clothes and +n53¢& along with Dad.

The 37n was ?nckté, but T noticed there werent
any people MY age there. Dad +old me that
‘h:thhim"r kids arent allowed at the 37” bt i T
didn* call attention to r-u;,rsel'rr T should be OK.

There was all sorts of 'Fnhcr cqm?mhﬁ' that T
couldnt wait o try out. But Dad said it was best
to start off slow, and he took me 4o the area of
the ) where he likes to work out.

27




When Dad showed me his exercise routine, T

could understand w\'\r he hasnt been st"l"ﬁhs nh)(
RESULTS.
o i

HUFF
PUEE
/ 4

7 —

Af‘h'.r Dad did a few si+-ups and Jmpihs Jncks,
he said he was gonhha _go relax in the sauna for a
while. And that meant T was free to exercise on

myawh.
[

8




But the thing is, T didn't really know how o
use any of the machines, because ﬂm)r were all

too mrn?iicahd ;

So T had 4o 'l'r)r and ﬂsurt 'I'h'hss out for

MYSELF, and T m still not a hundred percent
sure 1. was usihs +he tquiPnan'i' +he risl'rl' wn?r.

-
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What T rmllr wanted 1o do was +r7 out some of
the *I‘}\ihss with SCREENS on them, like the
treadmills and the elliptical machines. But ?mPlc
were Hoaaiha +hat equpment and S'ha)fihs on longer
+han ‘H’\e?! were Su?Posed to.

Ah& even wl'\:h I gave ﬂ\tn a sth‘Ht remih&:r
+hat i+ was time to let someone ELSE have a

turn, hobndf seemed to take ﬂ\e hint.
YOU'RE TWENTY % @

SECONDS OVER THE

45 MINUTE S & )

USER f
While I waited for one of 'ﬂ‘\: machines +o open up,

T ?nsst& the time b?/ wu-l'cl'\ihs television. But the
TVs were all 4uned to some I:-arihs business show.

30




So T found the remote and chnh&td the channel
to Samtﬂ\ihs a little more INTERESTING.

7, guess everyone doesnt have +he same taste in

entertainment as me, because some 1n&7 got off the
treadmill to change the channel. But as soon as she
sft??:cl off the mtl\-’m, r Jmpt& at n;( chance.

p O -
7




'ﬂ-\:re was a bu’s screen on the front of the
treadmill, and you could choose between all these

famous Plnces to take your walk.

PICK A ROUTE

CAMINO DE PACIAC GREAT WALL CHAMPS.
SANTIAGO CREST TRAIL OF CHINA FLYSEES

el ] P B RSN
%W"Jﬁg\\* ==

So T sp:rﬁ a few minutes +r7ih3 +o decide where
I wanted +o GO.




After T made my choice the treadmill started

moVing, and T felt like T was nr.fmllr walkihs
nlaha the Great Wall of China.

But T guess the Great Wall is STEEP, and T
was l'\nviha trouble ktePiha up- So after a while, T
?u+ r-:y feet on either side of the cahv:)fnr bel+ and
took in the sights the EASY way.

T realized T wasnt mkihs the most of my time
at 'ﬂ\t s)rn, and I started 'Ftclihs a little SuiH’)/
about it. But T didnt know what T should do
NEXT, because T was running out of options.

33



‘Hm‘s. when I heard some weird noises car-ihs from

v

H‘\t aﬂmr room, and I went ‘o -‘hv:sﬁsah.

5

‘I:'f +urns out there was a whole different area of
+he ™ and i+ looked like this was where all the
SERIOUS ?wplt huhs out.




T wanted 4o look like THESE guys. but T didn
know how to get started. And when T went
around nskihs for advice 4 1 found out that mbnd?!
was in the mood for chitchat.

SO HOW MUCH
WEIGHT 1S
ACTUALLY ON
THIS THING?

After a while, T realized the PeoPl: in there
werent interested in htl?ih& a btsihhtr' like me, so

T was on my OWN. And the first +|\Eh3 T had
to decide was which muscles +o start wnr.'kihs oh.

L f-’surcd T should Prnbablr focus on My arms and
chest, because those are the muscles that make
you look like 7nu'rt. n s\mPL



So T decided Td start with a few bitt\: curls and
90 from there. But T didnt want 4o overdo it,
because at lunch )!:S‘hrdn)f, Alber+ Sﬂhdy told us
about this ba&)/bu‘l&:r who blew out a biu‘), and T
sure didht want that haPpchihs +o ME.

T+ turns out T didnt need to stress about it,
because I couldnt even 3::1' nhf of +he dumbbells

off the rack.




T thought T might have better luck with the

bench press, but T couldnt budat the barbell,

either. And T have to admit, T was 3=++ih3 a
i+te FRUSTRATED.,

how PWPl'- were staring at me, and T didnt
want to look like T didnt know what T was
Joiha. So T started hkihs the wﬁshﬁ off the
barbell o make i+ a little lish'h:r.

..' : _':s,ub\"a ‘
{
o =
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But it turhs out 7au'r= not supposed to take the
wﬁs}‘\‘l’s off one side of the barbell all a+ ONCE,
because when 7'au do, :\f:rﬁ\\iha slides off the

other side. And n?quthﬂ)( people in +he m:isl'rl‘

room dont like loud noises.

Se T juess +hats +he reason uh)f 'ﬂn:)f dont let
kids in 'ﬂ\c aym. But datSh‘“T seem ng}\'i' 'H‘\n‘t
*H'u:y kicked Dad out, too, because he rull}: has

been a luyni member.




‘ﬂ-.ursday

Mom said that when i+ comes 4o S:H’ihs n

sl'\n?a: , exercise is anly HALF +he P.’c‘l‘ure.. She said
nutrition is Juri' as imPar'l'nh'l', and shed be l\npp)(
4o teach me a few ﬂ\jhss about u‘!’ihs risl'\'f f I

r‘:n“)( wanted to learn.

I didn+t feel like stﬂ'ihs a lecture about 'fnad,
bt T Junpad at the chance to 90 with her to the
3rnc:r)f store. And that's because T wanted +o
hr.l? ?ick out the food wed have in the ?nh'l'r}i.

\Whenever Mnhh)f 9oes to the store with Mom, he
Pic,:s +he -!'Hhas HE wants. And thats why we
have all +his random stuff in our cabinets.

- [ —

HAM chews | [ | SILVER FOX 2%
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No offense to Mom or nnrfhns, but shes

TERRIBLE at picking out snacks. She nlwn?es bu?rs
healthy stuff that tastes awful, and she wont buy
any EW snacks until weve eaten all the old ones.

jm@@
3 % BEET
. DIP

oirs| G a1

So ln‘h:!)( T ve been \‘\d\rins my best friend, P\awlr.)/.

over for "'l'nsi'ihs Pur'l'if.'s“ +o l’\:l? me clear space
in *l‘l\: cabinets.




When we got 1o the grocery. store -fadn?(, i 7 split
off from Mom, then loaded up the cart with a
bunch of n)r favorites. "n\:'n i 3&5&& a few

}\ml-ﬂ\y items_just o make Mom }mpp)z.

But it turns out MY idea of health food isnt the
same as MOM'S. When we met back vp, she went
over each item T p-’d:td out and explnimd w’h)f it
wasnt good for me.

She held up a bottle of fruit Juice, which T
'ﬂ'\aush'l‘ was a Pr:‘H)( solid choice on n?f Fnr‘l‘.
But Mom smd it was full of SUGAR, nhd 'ﬂ'\trt
wash+ nh}( nutritional valve 4o it. T +old Mom she
was wrong, because there was a Pic-h.rrt of tons of
different fruits rEsh'l‘ there on the bottle.

1



Th:n Mom showed me the Inbtl, and I couldn+
believe +\\t)r can even 3“ nwn)( with +hat.

=
A—

Mom said +hat if you ren||7 want 4o know what's
in the food you b“f’ you have to read the list of
ihsr:dEehﬁ. Ahd she 4old me the cans of Chef
Marinara pasta T had in the cart were full of all
sorts of CHEMICALS.

But T knew Mom was wrong about THAT one,

because I'\r: seen the Chef Marinara ads on
television that show him ml:iha his ?nsﬁ 57 hand
in Old Ii’nb{.

2



Mom showed me the small print on the back of the
can, which said the food was made in a fac.‘l'ary in
Detroit. She said Chef Marinara Prabdbl)f wasn +
even a real person, and 'H\:r Jus+ hired an actor

for those TV ads.

Well, that made me feel prcﬁ'?' S‘h.-?ic{ for
dr:ssihs up as Chef Marinara in our Wax Fisur:
Exhibit at school last year.

—\ B ¥\
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Then T started 4o wonder if Rotten Rudy was a
real person, because those Rotten Ru&r ads
scared me into &rihkihs a snllah of milk :\'r.r‘y dn?!.

DON'T BE LIKE ROTTEN RUDY.

SHOULDA
DRANK MILK!

Mom said food compares are r:nl\y clever about
SliPPihs their nd’f:ﬁisihs into Plnce.s )mu wouldn+
n?ed‘, which made me think about the Pasﬂrs
+hat are up.in our hallwn)(s at school.
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She txPlnimJ that sometimes Pncknat& food
compahies use cartoon characters 4o get rnuha
kids 1o want their Prnduc'l's. And T think she’s
rish"l', because before we left+ the house -I‘acl-.tf,
Mdhh){ was wn‘fc]m'hs an :Pisodn of “The Mur‘:le;s“
where Muhth7 MurPh was thowihs down on a bowl

of Rock Cnr\&)r Crunch cereal.

Mom told me that when she buys food for the
fnmﬂ;{, she checks the labels and doesnt bu?r
nh)/ﬂ\ihs with ihsr:Ji:tﬁs she cant prohounce.

Then she said the best thing 4o do is buy food
with only ONE ingredient, like fruits and
vegetables.

y -



Well, T dont know if it's just my_generation, but
its a little hard for a kid like me 4o eat s:rr-:c.‘l‘hiha
that isnt wrn??e.& n c:"o\)hnm or doesnt come in
a cardboard box. Tn fact, if chocolate bars grew

in the 5rnuh&, Tl bet T wouldnt TOUCH them.

But if the ?mple who sell fruits and vtgrl'nbles
wahha sﬂ kids l:n‘l‘ihs that stuff, +\'\=fr¢ gonha
need to S'h:P vp their n&‘t:ﬁisihs game.

CAITLIN
CARROT
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TueS&n)(
Field Duy is tomorrow, and ﬂ\ihss have rcull)(

started to heat up at school.

Mrs. Bosh has been mkihs r.v:rynhc in_our
homeroom 3{:‘!‘ to class a half hour turly S0 we
have extra time 4o put +nst+l'\:r our s+ru+:37.
And shes been getting Pnrnhoi& about what the
OTHER classrooms are claihs to prepare.

So -l'adn)r she sent Ledavian Mills up into +he
ceiling so he could spy on Mr. Drew's homeroom
next door. But it 4urns out that ceiling tiles
arent strong anauah +o hold a Pmah's w:isl-rh

/




The homeroom Mrs. Bosh is most worried about
is Mrs. Epsteins, because shes got a bunch of
athletes in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse
Rar\sz, who S'l‘a)md back in ﬁa\\‘l'h arndt TWICE

Juﬁ so he could conPt'l't in Field an ohe more time.

JESSE RANGE

But the team T m most nervous about is Mr.
Rafs class, because thats the morning detention

homeroom. And on Field Dar, T'm sure those guys
are gohha ?inr DIRTY.

Ao, )
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To make matters worse, we found out were going
+o be cam?:'l'ihs with GROWN-UPS in +his
‘ﬂ'\ihs. The Janors went to +he vice ?rihciPnl and
said they wanted to put together their OWN
team because 'H\e)( deserve a dn?' off Just as much
as us students.

2 guess +hats {nir, but the bathrooms have been
getting pre 3mr|7 ever since 'ﬂ\e?f started
stJihs all +heir time TRAINING.




And now the lunch ladies are getting in on the
act, so the cafeteria has bnsic.nll)f turned into a
3?'“”5;“”‘

The homeroom teachers are getting Prc:l'l')/
sPookr.d, So 'H'\t)f'v: started TRADING kids +o
improve their teams chances. Mr. E..sPnr sent
the fastest Sirl in our school, Ava Hollis, to
Mrs. Ja)('s class, and he gat Thomas Scheff, whaos

n??nﬂ-.h'ﬂy a sPcc.'nL'sf in the spange toss.

All +his +rnd|h5 has 501‘ Mrs. Bosh ﬂ'tihkihs about
nnkzns Snm,mm_nf. h:l‘ OM[\L
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She even gove me the jab of sceuting kids from
ore of the other homerooms +o 522 who we should

recrint f‘ar QUR +eam.

Thats hh? it stung when Mrs. Bosh traded me

nnd twao a'ﬂ'\:r ku:ls for Jesse Rahg:. nh&, threw
N a ?nt.k of dry—:rﬁt markers to close the deal,




'ﬂ\ursdnf

Ytsh:rdn}e was Field Dn)( at school, and it started
off with some :nh‘l'raursy. Before the first bell,
Mr. Ray gave Jesse Rahst detention Jus-l' so he
could steal Jesse for his team.

Y —

So that meant Mr. Ra){'s team was +n+u||7
STACKED, and the rest of us didnt stand a

tl’\ﬁh(.t.

Before Field Pn)r kicked off, Mrs. Epstein
sd'ﬂ‘\trc& our team on the ?ln?(srotnd to go over
s'frn'!'ea){ and make some last-minute ndjuﬁmnﬁ.
But T still couldnt 'fisur: out w}\)f she wanted me
and those other two kids instead of Jesse Rahst.
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T was ahlr signed up for one event, which was

+he +Br::-lt&3cd race. M)( Pnrhw:r was Madison
Burke, whos about a foot taller than me, which
made +h£h35 kind of awkward.

But when the race started, T fimll)r understood
Mrs. Epsteins strategy. She didnt 4rade for me
because Tm FAST. She traded for me because Tm
LIGHT.
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Me and Madison took first Plnce, and our team was
off o0 a soa& start. But we had a bis setback a
few minutes later when Marcello Romera rolled an
ankle in the sack race. T+ turns out the lunch
ladies had lef+ some POTATOES in a few of the

Snf.ks, and I’“ bet +hat wasnt an ACCIDENT.

Marcello was su?Pase.J 4o run the fif-ly-rnrd dash
next, and all the other kids on our team were in

the middle of events. So Mrs. E.PS‘l’tih told me T
was_gohha have 1o fill in for him.

;i § got second-to-last Phct becavse T was still kind
of bdhstd up from +he 'H\r:t—ltas:& race. But T
cant rmlly run fast unless Tm MOTIVATED.
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The fastest Tve ever run was when T 9ot chased
b}( Rodrick after he s*h:??td in JaS poop and T
lnush:d at him. T guarantee you if someone had
been 'hr-uh3 me. "l‘hmtddr, I- hmuidw. :lackcd in at
CHEETAH sP:ocL

The uhl?f reason 1 didnt get last Plnu: in the
ﬁf-ly-ynrd dash was because as soon as the race
started, Jesse Range fell flat on his face. And
when that happened, T figured he mustve tripped
on ‘\IS ShaChtl:&' or. sar-lcﬂ"'uhs.

aﬁ&h@ ]
R = J“’“SPLAP -
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But it turns out he got paid to take a dive, and
ho one wouldve found out if Vice Prihci?nl Ro?(
hadnt r.nus\'rl* him red-handed after the race
accepting his ?n)(n:h'i' behind the school.

e ?\P

-

I E’fﬂ_

Jesse didnt want o 3:1' sus?ﬂ\&a&, S0 \\t gave up
+he kids who were in on the bc't'hhs scheme. And

+hose 9uys had a whole 3nnb|ih3 operation running
out of the AV closet on +the second floor.

SPONGE TOSS 4:1|THREE-
WHEELBARROW RACE 3:1| !
TUG-OF-WAR 6:1 1




The rest of Mr. Ray's team was d\en-ﬁns, %00,
but that didnt sur?risc dh?(nht.

Those kids had stored their water balloons in
+he cafeteria freezer, and the only reason 'ﬂ\:y
30-1' CAUGHT is because thr‘st Iston knocked
Mikt.r Ardalla out cold with a bad throw in the

balloon toss.

Mrs. anh’S team won b:nhbna bihsa, and that
put them ahead in the standings for a while.
But then Mr. Chow's +eam had back-+o0-back
victories in the water-bucket relay and the

sponge toss, so then THEY 4ook the lead.



The Jnrﬁar‘s' team started mviha vp in the
rnhkihss, and ﬂwy Pra{“mﬂy would ve taken the +n?
spot if Mr. Washingtons arms hadnt given out

durihs the wheelbarrow race.

The final event was the +u3-a{-wnr, and it came
down to Mrs. Bosh's +eam versus the lunch ladies.
1 +¥mu3’n+ Mrs. Bosh's +eam was gonna win

for SURE, but the lunch ladies outlasted them
thanks to a solid job of nhcl-\arins b)/ Mrs. Frallc)(.

—
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When we got back to our classrooms after

the competition, we were all bummed that the
cafeteria ladies were the ones to win the cin)/ of f
from school. And we were nervous because we
heard the Janitors were gohna have o fill in for
+hem durih& lunch.

..........

TODAY’S SPECTAL :MEAT SURPRISE

But T guess the school knew i+ was going to be
an ugl?f scene, So riah-l' before the last bell rang,
Vice Principal Roy made an announcement that

EVERYONE would be getting Fri&n)f off.

-
- -

-
s
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Fridn)r
T was excited about l'\d\fihs a whole Jn?e where T
didnt have 4o do nh)/'l'hihs and was lnokihs forward

to sluPiha in.

But as soon as Mom found out about my dn)( off,
she filled it up with a bunch of appointments that
shed been wnhﬁhs +o schedule.

T was in a bad mood all dny, but Mom was r‘tn“y
chatty. She wanted o know about Field Dn?( ahd
# T had fun. So T +old her the truth, which
was that it totally STUNK.

Mom said ﬂ\a reason Il’ft never had a 3aod
uPtri:hce wi'ﬂ'\ sPuHs is because I'\r: never been
Pnﬁ of a team.
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But T 4old her T was on a team for Field Dn)u
and T ve been on a bunch of OTHER s?ar-l's
teams, too. So 1 fisurad mrbe shed Just blocked
out those memories like T wish T could.
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But Mom said what she's +q|k£h3 about is bcihs
part of a REAL +4eam where everyone has your
back. She said some of her happiest times as a kid
were wheh she pln)(cd sports_in middle_school.

GO HUSIg_Es
&

oy

Mom said that whats great about I:mhs part of a
team is that you learn how to work +n3¢+h=r and
you can use 1'{\05: skidls for the rest of yaur Life,

ﬂpcr.inﬂr in. your JOB.

&2



That sounds a little corny to me, but T guess 1
dont r:nllf know how grown-ups act when +hc7’r:

at work.

Mom said she wants me 4o give feam sPnr+s one
more shot, and if i+ doesnt work out, she won+
bus me about it nh?fnnrt. So T +old her T4 +think
it over, but rr.nﬂy Tm Just \\oPins she fursﬂs in
a &n)( or two.

T dont understand wh?( Pmplt 3:1‘ %) wrn\)?td up

n sPar-fs, because i+ seems to me there are more

IMPORTANT things in life.
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1§ you can throw a baseball at 100 miles per hour,
)fau’ll make millions of dollars and kids will have your
poster on their wall.

But if 7au,r: 'I'h: person wl'\a :h&s up curihs cahcer,

7ou'|l be luck)f of you get a pat on +he back.

\
— HANKS MARIE. <

T
GOQOD
* & =




Thve n|wnfs wondered how s?nr-ts got started in
+the FIRST Plnr_c. Th ancient times, ?aaplz were
nlwnys at war, and 1 guess 'ﬂ’\t}f decided 'H'\r.f
needed to 'fisurt out a way 'ﬂ'\t?’ could settle their
differences without KILLING each other. So

someohe came up wH‘h ﬂ'\t i&:a of sPar"I's asS a more

?tnc:\(ur' solution.

But over +ime, spar-fs EVOLVED, and hown&n?(s
ouVe got team mascots and cheerleaders and

?ra{r.ssinhnl athletes.
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The oh|>( been o one professional sports match in
my life, and that was when my dad took me into

'f{: r.H')f to watch a football game. To be honest,
T don+t remember much about the game itself, but
1 do remember tw.r)rfhihs ELSE about that dn)f.

Dad &iclh"f want ‘o s?end mhcy to Pnrk hear

the stadium, so we ended up about a mile away n a
mdd?! lot. He broke out his ?aﬁnblc Srill, and we
cooked burscrs. which was nt'l*uull)r kind of fun.

But T drank WAY 400 nud\ sOcln, and on our

walk to +he s+aduun, I knew 'I had 1o find a
bathroom or T was gohna wet r-n)r ?nhﬂ.
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Dnd &ic{h"l' want to S'hJP at one of the Parh—
?aﬁits because the lines for those were too lahs.

But T 4old him T didnt think T could make it all
the way +o the stadium, so T bc&s:& him to let

me ?u" oVer.

_\LAM\L

W ol w, e O Whas
T had to wait twenty minutes in line, and {;m1|7
it was_my turn. But T wished Dad had given me
a little advance warning about what those +\‘1ih35
were like ihsiclt, because I wauld'vc Jusf HELD .




I'f was a Smart move mkihs +hat PH’ S'h:P,
ﬂ\nuah. because when we 3::1' +o the ﬁnc}ium,
there was ANOTHER long line for sccurH'y. And
we missed the whole first quarter of the game
wni'ﬁna to 3c+ N,
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When we 'fihdlly got nside and found our seats,

‘I’l’\tr: were Some 3“7'5 si‘H'ihs n f!\tn. Ahcl it ‘h:mk
forever to sort THAT out.




T dont know wh)f they even bother 4o have seats,
because no one was SITTING in them anyway.
And most of the Pmplc in_our section were too bis
for Santbody m;! I‘\:ish'i' +o_see around.

Sinee T couldn'® see the field, T had no idea what
WS hn?pmna. Aru:l Dnd was too uﬂppt:l “p n
+he game +a 4ell e what was gang on.

Eventually T realized T could see +he game ? i
Jua"f wn*l‘t‘z:d i+ on the Jurnbarfun, which & this
Smh"} SCresh ‘Hnd' hnnss hah abave +he f-:ld.



Whenever ﬂ-\:r: was a_pause in the action, ﬂ\:y
turned the cameras on the fans.

Q KIEEOAM &

i

B0

‘n'\t)( had this 'I'l\;hs called “Fan of +he Gnnc,

where you could win a prize b)z acting :rnz.?r when

'H'\:)( Pu+ 7:}u vp oh the screen. Ah& some p:nplz
were ren")r GOING for it.
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T knew there was no chance of me winning Fan of
the Game if T was behind a bunch of Pto‘ﬂt. So
&uriha a time-out, ) S‘l'EP?tcl into the aisle and
renll)f hammed i+ up for the cameras.

But I guess I was emﬁnrrdssihs Dnd, so he gave

me. Some moht)/ and told me T should 9o up to the

concourse nhd 3:‘1’ some snacks nn& a Souvenir.

n



T s?:n-f ny mhc?( oh_popcorn and one of those
gant foam 'thatl"i. But when T 4urmed +o walk
nwn?r from the souvenir stand P there was a loud
noise that shook the whole stadium.

|

$00M
R '

APPnrr.h'H?r when ﬂ::: home team scores, +he
shm'l' off a CANNON. But I wished Dad \'\nd

warned me that m’sh+ l’mPPth, because T s:riousl)r
‘H'\ouah‘i‘ we were in DANGER.

il

SOUVENIRS
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After I was sure the coast was clear, I went to
find Dad. But T couldnt remember which section
we were si‘H'iha in, and Dad was the one who had
our_tickets.

T started 4o panic, because there were 80,000

?tnP|: in that stadium € and ﬂr.r)mhe looked +he

same from behind. Plus, the game was +it&, and the
fans were ‘oo distracted to l’\tl? some lost kid.

SECTION 305

Luckiir ah ushr.r Saw _me wnhd:r’iha nrauhd 'I‘\‘\:
concourse and brausiﬂ me 1o the Child Finder
Station.

3



‘n\cf asked me a few quLS'i‘iahs about who T was and

whcrcIlas-fsmmyfnﬂ\cr, beﬁhiwﬁm
shook vp T could bnrtl)( even remember my owh hame.

min

CHILD FINDER
STATION

ﬂ'\: next 'I‘Hhs I khew, I had a camera in n)(
face and +h:7 put me on the Jumbotron.

LOST GHILD

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

inConcourse B

Then T realized this was my chance to win Fan of
the Game, so 1 made the most of “7 o??ar'l'uri‘l‘y.
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LOST Gllll.ll

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

in Concourse B

The soocl news was that our team won in the last
second. ﬂ\c bad news was that Dad didn+ 3c+ to
see i+ because he had o come 5:'1' ME. A‘nd believe
it or hot, I DID win Fan of +he Gnm, and we
got two free tickets to the NEXT match.

But T don+t remember saihs +o another game after
that, so T +think Dad mustve taken Rodrick.




What rcnll)( stuck with me about that dn)f was how
'H'\t?f tried o ku:p +|‘u’h35 entertaining for the
fans. And T +hink our church could learn a few

lessons from the Prafassiaml spnr'i's tx?tr'ithct.

First of all, when -ﬂmt}e introduce the priest and
altar servers, ‘ﬂ‘\tf should dim the I.'SH'S and Pl"}'
some |aud music. Decause ﬂ'm-f would 3::-!' ﬂzryahe

HYPED.

AND NOW... ALL THE WAY
FROM ST. MARY'S SEMINARY
IN BALTIMORE...

Another 'i“\iha "l'ht)f could do is have a mascot to
make the service more fun for little kids.
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Sometimes you need to break +Hhss up o k:t?
Pm?lc r_he.rsiud, so they could pu‘? n a halftime
show. And theres all SORTS of crnz?r stuff you
could do for entertainment.




But the bisst};'f ufsr'nd: to the church tu?trithu
would be if 1'}1:7 added a JUMBOTRON. For
starters, it would h:ip the ?mph in the back feel
like 'I'h:)/ were closer to the action.

‘ﬂ-\er could even have a random clrnwihs to let the
Pta?h who came in late get a seat up FRONT.

YOU'VE BEEN SELECTED FOR A

PEW UPGRADE!
VY S BN

S Vo
A
.—-:.:-_ - 4.': K




Plus, ﬂ\t}( could use the Jumbatron +o encourage
?taPlt to be a little more generous whch 'l'}\t?( pass
+he donation basket around.

Tanner
Smith

Last week's
donation:
$2.00

Tve 3a+ a bunch of OTHER Suases'ﬁohs* and T
ar.'i'uull?( took the time to write them down. But T

quess the PmPla who run m:r church must be ?“H)'
bus)(, because so far mbodys 3o+'l':h back to me.

EXIT
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OCTOBER
Tutsdny
T was r:nll?f ho?ins Mom would Just farsa'l' about
mkih3 me_join a team, but she's been pressuring

me r.v:rf Sihslt du?(.

6&6 x

I tried to tell her that in twenty years regular
sports will be replntt& b}( e-sports, and athletes

wont even hn\ft +o leave ﬂ\:ir mutl'\r.s to mm‘:rl‘c.
But 'I: guess s\\:'s ‘oo nl& ‘o 3!:'1' txci‘l’tci about
what ﬂ\ihss are _gohha be like in the future.

YOU'VE TAKEN
THE GOLD!




One of the reasons T havent decided on what
s?oﬁ to ?‘df is because T'm not rr.*nll?( +hat

GOOD at nhfl"\ihs.

Tve been racking my brain trying o remember a
+ime when T did mmﬂ'\iha athletic 4o helP ﬁaur‘t
out which sport is right for me.

And all T can think of was the time at lunch
when T landed a bnllcd-u? m?k;n in Justin
White's m?‘t)/ milk Slnss.

When T made that shot, the whole cafeteria went
NUTS. And T, ?rt+17 sure its the b-’sscs-f
athletic achievement of my life.
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Some people were even Sd?‘ihs +h:7 should put a
Pluqur. in the sPa+ where T +hrew the mpkih S0
future students would know about it.

FROM THIS SPOT o

Greg Heffley

TOSSED A NAPKIN INTO A GLASS

ON A MOVING TRAY FROM A
DISTANCE OF

o5 FEET

For the rest of the ymr * kids tried to re-create
ey shot. And that tumed the lunch period into a
NIGHTMARE.




i o 'fhough'f rry hd?kih shot Prn\ftcl T had some
TALENT, and T +old Mom m)(‘bf. T could "I'r)( out
for the basketball +eam.

Well, that got her all excited, because she said
she ?ln)!td basketball when she was my age, and

her team was rtnll?( GOOD. Then she said my‘bc
basketball skills run in our {nr-ﬂ?(.

Mom said her +eam made it all the way +o the
state finals one ye.nr. But when T asked her what
hn?‘athed in the d'mnPinthP game, she said it
wash+ imPnﬁnh‘T.



Mom said what mattered was that Td be a part
of a TEAM. Then she went 4o her can?u‘l'tr to
fisurr. out how to sigh_me up 1o ?ln)f.

T was sln& Mom was excited that T decided on a
sport, but there was nr.+ua||7 ANOTHER reason
T picked basketball.

T heard some kids *i'nlkiha about *I'r)/ou-ts at school
+oJ47, and there are nhl}f +wo teams for "7 whole
grade, with ten plq)r:rs on each one. And if you
dont make a team, ?rau St'l' CUT.

T'm sure there will be a lot of kids ‘I'ryihg out next
week, so T dont stand a CHANCE of making it.
And once its over, 1 can fimllf get Mom off my
back with this sports stuff.
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Suh&n)/

When T got to the grm for basketball *I-r)/ouﬂ
'fohisl'\‘h I counted ‘fwchi')(-:isl.'\‘l' kids. ‘n\r.rl‘
meant 'hvth‘f)( kids would make one of the two
teams, and everyone else would get cut. So T liked
my odds.

Plus, most of the kids looked WAY better than

me. A lot of these guys have been pln)rihs since
kihdnranﬁch, and 'i'hr.r could dribble between their
ltss and do other crazy stuff with +the ball.

dfiﬁ::

The nh|7 real experience Tve had with basketball
was when we did a basketball unit in Pl\fs Ed last
year. And that ahl)r lasted +wo &n)rs
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On top of that, the school’s ohly basketball was
deflated, and the Pl‘:?m Ed teacher couldnt find
the needle that went with the pump. So we had to
use_balloons instead.

‘ﬂ'\tl": were a handful of kids at +r)/au+s +ah.i3h+
who didnt look like ﬂ"‘f were that sood, which

made me a little nervous.

T was worried T could end up mkihs one of the
+eams b)/ accident, and then T4 have o ?ln a
whole season. So T +l'\au3h+ about nc'funll)z c&ihs
bﬂdly on PURPOSE, Just in case.
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But my Pinh went out the window when Mom came
+o watch hyau-fs. Because now 1 knew Td have
to give it my best effort.

Trrau-l's started at /:00 P, and 'H'\:y handed
each kid a Prnc'h'ct ‘jtrs;t){ with a bis number on
+he front and back. Ahd from the wn?f +hose

ﬂ\ihss smelled, T'm guessing ‘H\:y’v: never been
WASHED.




The split us vp into four groups to do drills in
different areas of +he gy and my group started
off with dribbliha. T was hﬂihs a little 4rouble
with the hunJ-er: coordination 'I'Hhs. so L ch-t
dribbling it off Py shoe.

S0INK

T noticed that t\“tl’y time T messed vp, Some 31.7
with a clinmrJ would write down my number.




So T 4ried 4o stay behind the guys with the
clinanrds, and the other kids who stunk started

mpyiha me.

Every once in a while Td dribble five or six fimes in
a row, and of course no one was wn*lt“\ihs THEN.
But Mom made sure 4o let +he 9uys with the
di?bmr&s know when T was Juihs well.

NUMBER EIGHT
HASNT-DRIBBLED OFF
HIS SHOE IN A WHILE!




After we dribbled with our risl\'i‘ hands for a few
minutes, the vy in chnrat. of our group said i+ was
time_to switch 1o our LEFT hands. T 'ﬂ\aus’n'l' he
was Jakiha, and T nc'h.nll)f LAUGHED.

Bt T Probnbl)r shouldnt have, because that Just
m&e Hn write down n)r number.

T guess some people can do 'H\ihss with both
hands, but not me. Tn fact, my lef+ hand is
Prnr:l'knll?’ USELESS.

One time T sprained my right wrist and T had
to take a test at school using y lef+ hand. And
T +hink T wouldve done better if Td held the
pencil in my MOUTH.
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7. Who developed the theory of gravity?
1 S 4}\0 % ELV
)kO
Once we finished with our Jribblina drills, we
switched to free throws. And T renlly wished
T hadnt learned to shoot a basketball with a

BALLOON, because T 'l'ah")r risJudst& how much
effort T needed o put into y shot.

o

[]

) I

GRNCD
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T think Mom could see T wasnt dnihs So 5r'ta'i',
so whenever one of the evalvators 3a+ near

htr, shed snitch on the OTHER kids who were
S'I'russlihg.

NUMBER THREE JUST
THREW IT OVER THE

But its not like Mom was the ONLY Pm"r.h‘l‘
he\Pihs their own kid. Some of the evaluvators had
kids who were +r)(ih3 out +ari3\\+, so 1 wonder
how fair the scoring r:n")( was.




BZ:M end of the hia\‘rt, it was ?rrH?l obvious
who was gohha make a team and who wasn+. But

 # guess 'ﬂ'\ef needed to decide which kid was gonha
get the final spot, because 'H\t?r made the bottom
nine kids duke it out in a scrimac. And all T can
say is it wasnt PRETTY.

Once that was over, 'ﬂ'\:?f collected our J:rs:ys.
T}'\t 307 ruhhihs ‘h')(atri's told t’ur)'ahc ﬂ'm'l' if we
made a team, our Pnrr.hi‘s would 5&1’ an e-mail b)/

tomorrow hig}rt. But after that tx?tﬁthct, I‘n
nhot amc-l'l?r hol&ihs my BREATH.



Tuesda

When % got home from school Mrdu)f, my plan
was 4o relax and nn)rb: take a nap. So. T was ?rrH)(
Mprise& when T walked into the kitchen.

JCENGRATSL =

1

1T

wial L ansn b dhsnntaanddad gl
T was confused, because T knew for SURE T
didnt make either of the basketball teams. But
Mom said she heard from one of +he coaches who
said T DID. Then she showed me the e-mail to

prove it.

T4 was from Mr. Patel, Preet Patel's father.
Preet’s one of the best athletes in our 3!"4&:, and
durihs the student-teacher basketball game last
year, Preet 'ha‘tnllr DOMINATED.

%



T couldnt understand how T 30'1' on the same
team as a kid ke THAT. But Mom said +he

evaluators mustve seen mmﬂ'\ihs sp:cjal in_me,

and that’s w‘-\r T made the cut.

When I 'I'houal'rl' back to the hiah‘l’ btfor:, I
couldnt remember Preet nc.*l'un“)( beiha at +r)lou+s.
So now T was even MORE. confused.

At school +ocla7, Jabari Brice 4old me what
}nppamd. Preet missed +rrou+s because he had +o
9o +o his uncle’s {uherdl, and the rule was that if
70{: skippa& +ryau‘l's, you couldnt be on a team.
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So Mr. Patel made a NEW +eam with Preet ?lus
all the kids who got cut, just so his son could Pln){

'H'u's season.

Well, T wasn+ thP)f 4o hear THALL T +hau3}\+
T was off +he hook for basketball, and now all
of a sudden T was on an actual team. And T
knew there was no way Mom was letting me out of
this, either.

Qur first practice was tonight at the elementary
school. And when Mr. Patel saw our +eam assembled
for the first time, LTIl bet he had second ﬂ'muslﬁs
about +dkih3 +his on.




H)' teammates were the kids who were in that last

scrimmage. at 11‘70«!’5, and T n‘rudy knew a few of
them from school. Jabari Brice and Tonmy Chu were

part of that trade deal with me on Field Dn?r.

JABARI
BRUCE

TOMMY
CHU

Then there was Darren and Marcus Nnocilr.)r, who
r-ish-i' nciunllr be decent athletes if 'l'}\ty weren+
nlwnys +r7ih5 40 KILL each other.

o
DARREN , MARCUS
R~/ \
&3

We also had Edward Menl)r, who hasnt said a

word since second 31"4&:, and Kevin Pamndnra,
w}\n mbndf can understand wl'\:h }\:’S wtnrihs his

retainer.
N
X KEVIN

EDWARD
MEALY POMODORO
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1 guess it's nlwu?fs 3003 to have a little }\r.ish'l' oh
your basketball team, so were |ud:7 +o have Yusef
Meskin. But Yusef likes to scoop up kids who are
my size_and Pu-t them in " The Cave.”

T+5s also 3aad 4o have a li+tle TOUGHNESS "
and thats where Ru‘bf Bird comes in. And

+he reason she’s on a ba?rs' team is because she
attacked one of the evaluators at the GIRLS
tryouts for writing her number down.




Ah)mn)/, T wouldnt have blamed Preet or his dad
for wulkiha out as soon as ﬂmy got a 300& look at
us. But Mr. Patel 3n+|\trcd the 4eam around him so
he could give a SPEECH.

Mr. Patel said that we might not have the most
talented team, but we were going to outwork
everyone else in the league. And he said we were
gohna learn to ?|47 the RIGHT way, starting
'i‘arish‘l‘.

5 ﬂgur:d that if this was the 3”)’ who +nu3¥\+
Preet how o Plny, nnfbc he could +each the
REST of us, too.

Tumr Chu raised his hand and asked how come we
were meeting in +he :l:mh"mr)r school cafetorium
instead of the GYM.

1



Mr. Patel ::plnine& +hat the +wo other teams

booked all the gym +ime_for the season, so we were
gohha have 4o make do with the LEFTOVERS.

T didnt understand how we were su?posné to
?ln)z basketball when we didnt have a HOOP, but
Mr. Patel said that we were gonna start with the
fundamentals and work vp to sl'xoo‘tihs later on.

We did some &ribblihs drills, and then moved on
to passing. But with all the tables set vp in the
m{:'l'nriun, 'ﬂ\cr: wasnt a lot of room to move
around. So half of us had o go oh the stage,
which was set up for a k.’hdcrsqr-h.h ?147.

| |




Even +housh we_were -tr)fina our hardest, Mr.
Patel was getting frustrated we werent Pickihs
ﬂ'\jnss up- more qm’d:ly. And every time_onhe of us
made a r-is-i'ukt} he'd make us run wind sprih-l's to
the other side of the cafetorium.

But that Jusi' made us 'h'r:J, so we made even
MORE. mistakes. Ahd nﬂ‘:r a whilt, t‘ieryahe

::c:P*l' Preet was r'uhhihs sPrih‘l's.

P:rsnmlly, T dont think coaches should use

runhing as a Puhishmh-h because all it does is make
kids hate 4o run.
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And T doubt +he 4rack coach forces his team 4o
Pldf BASKETBALL whenever +h¢7‘r¢: slnckihs.

The ﬂ\ihs T hate the most about runhing is that
i+ makes you SWEAT. M){ 't}):ary about sweat

is that it’s your bad)f's way of hll.‘ha yov ){ou}rt
war‘kihs ‘oo ‘\drd, and )Jau need o take it tnsy.
But when T shared my +|\au3l-\+s with Mr. Patel,

he Just made me run more wind sprints.
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When T got in the car after practice, Mom wanted
to hear all about i+. T 4old her how our +eam was
bns:m"r Just Preet and a bunch of scrubs, so we
werent gonna be any good this_season.

But Mom said T4 ?rnbably get a lot of P'n)(fha +ime
on this team, which sa'l' me WORRIED. EV:I"
kid dreams about }\E‘Hihs the l:h's shot 4o win the
game for their team, but theres a FLIP side. And
that's bciha +he person who blows .
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'ﬂ\:r:'s a 3:7 in n?f +own hamed Ah'fhohy Graw,
and +w¢n+7 fcnrs ago he missed a kick on an
:n?*i)' het and lost a game nsaihs+ Slncks\filln,
who's our town's biaat&f rival.

— #%eae

And now he cant g0 nn)mhtrt without ?eaPle
remnding him about it.




Tf T was Ah'fhoh)!, 14 Just move to Slacksville,
because over there he's a HERO.

“The Miss”

T made the mistake of 'l‘:“ihs Mom how T was
worried about messing up like Anﬂ-\any Grow,
and she told me a S‘h::ry that made me feel even
MORE nervous about ﬂu'hss.

Mom l.'\n& been the bnckuP ?m'h'i‘ 3unr'd oh h:r
middle-school basketball team, and in the
chnmf:iahﬂ‘\ip game, +he rcsulnr Pm’h'l‘ 3unr'd 301’
HURT. So with the score tied in the fourth
o‘mr“l'tr, Mom had +o go.in and take her Plncr..
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Mom said she nc"run"y did Prt‘H’)/ well, but with
+he clock wih&iha down she got double-teamed. So
she had 1o heave the ball up at the buzzer, and
her shot came up short.

1INV N

Mom says shes GLAD it hnp?cmd because it
'I'nush'l' her to deal with failure and made her a
better person. But T4 be willing to bet Moms
teammates just wished she hadnt CHOKED.
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‘ﬂwrsdnf

T shouldve done a little more research before T
decided on basketball as my sport, because the
schedule is BRUTAL.

We ve sa-f Prncﬂct three Jn)(s a week Plus ohe game
oh 5«+urclq)r and another on Sundn)(. And on +nP
of all that, Tm SU??nsc.d to ktcp vp with rv.)f
homework and get :houa}\ sleep to make it +hr‘au3l\
school the next Jn)f.

T+'s hard ENOUGH getting sleep with all the
racket outside m)r window "“'7 risl\'h And that's
because we put vp a basketball l\aoP in_our drivewn?f.

wWUMP Thy
TP THUMP (P

-‘\-\UHP

—
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When I made the basketball t+eam, Mom went out
nh& baus}\'l' a bdckbmrd nhd }\m? {nr nbavc ﬂ\t
garage. ¥ guess she was l’\aPihs T could ‘:mr‘lL vp
extra shots on the nish‘i's T didnt have practice.

But T havent taken a sihalt shot on that +\'\£h3,
because ﬂ'\: second it went vp, the +tehn3crs in
our hﬁahbur‘\\ood S\vmpt& in.




E.v:r since 'H\:?r +ook down the outdoor %an?s
at our school, there havent been a lot of P!ncts

where kids can Pl")" So now 'H\e)( come to our
house, and Dad has 4o Pnr’k down the street
when he 3:+s home from work.

Dad told Mom he wanted to take the hoaP down,
but Mom said she was }‘m??)r that kids were
outdoors hﬂina fun.

I quess I wouldnt have minded +oo much, ej-fh:r,
but the 'i‘uhastr's dont know when 1o STOP,
An& wheh were h:a&iha to bed for the hish'f,
+hose guys are still out there going hard.
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Ln'h':|7, Moms been +r‘7ih3 to 31"1{: them a hint
that it's time to go home by flicking the lights
above the garage oh and off. But T guess
teenagers arent real 300& at ﬁkx’hs hints,
because 'l'\'\e)‘ Just kup rish‘l‘ on ?la)(iha.

So a few ‘rish'l's 490, Mom turned the lis}ﬂ‘s off
wl\ch ot 3o+ dnrk m.rfsidt.. But ‘i'hasr. 3:?(5 were

PREPARED, and +\'\¢7 set up a S:hcrrl'ar and
lights in no time.
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Last ris\‘ﬁ, Dad reached his br:nkihs Paih'l‘ and
called the COPS, who were at the house ten

minutes later.

L ﬂ'\nusl\-l' that would be the end of it, but it
turns out cops like basketball, 4oo.

- L]

£

Weve kind of given up on ing to s-h:? Pr.aplt
from using +he l'\ao‘: But T 3uqrnh'l‘:r. 7au that the
first +ime theres mbndy out 'H‘\trt, were 'I'ukihs
+hat ‘ﬂ'\ihs down.
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Another reason Tve been so tired Iuhl)r is because
our Prucﬁc:s have been s+ur'l'ih3 at 9:30 peme \We ve
been usihs +he nlmh'tnrr school 37:*-\, but we have
to wait until the other 4wo teams are done with
THEIR ?rnr.'ﬁces before we can start ours.

On our first hisl'\'i' at the 3)‘"'" Mr. Patel 'Farsn‘l'
his 543 of basketballs and had 4o 9 home +o get
it. And while he was gohe, Darren Woo&lc)f noticed
+he Ph)/s Ed closet was open, so we went inside.
ﬂ'\trr. was all SORTS of fun tqu'?n:h'l' in ﬂ'\tr‘r.,
like pego sticks and Hu‘n-HmPs and even a Sinhd'
Pnr’ncl\u‘i’:.
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I'f had been a |nh3 time_Since nh?( of us \'\nc{
?la)f:cl with that stuff , and all of a sudden we
were like little kids again.




We even made vp a whale new game that used

those square four-wheeled scooters and some giant
Plnsﬁc bawlihs pins. And it was nr:l‘uallf WAY more
fun than basketball.

But when Mr. Patel came back with the bna of
bﬁ“s, he shut our game down.
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Mr. Patel told us we were there 4o ?ln7 basketball,
not to Saaf around. Then he made us ?U’l‘
ﬂnrfl’hihs back in the closet where we found it.

TVe read that basketball started off with a bunch
of guys l\orsinﬂ around with a leather soccer ball

and a Pmth basket, and now its ?npuinr all over

the WORLD. But if their coach had been nhfl'l'nihs
lke Mr. Patel, it ?rnbabl?r never would Ve }mF?tth.

DOINK y
U TR
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And Tl bet Mr. Patel’s gohha feel Pr:-Hy dumb
when the sport we invented goes PRO.

~$)// RollerBowling {1\

World Championships

Orce we finished putting all the equipment back in
the closet, Mr. Patel lined us up at the foul line
to Prncﬁct free throws. Ahd even after he showed
us the r'ish‘i' wnr to shm'i', most of us couldnt sﬂ
the hnhs of it.

Afﬁ':r nissihs a buhd\ m[ +imes in a row, I was
3:Hih3 ?r‘:‘H)’ frustrated. So T shot the ball
BACKWARD, just for kicks. And believe it or

not, it went IN.
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M)v +eammates were Prt++7 inPr:SStd, and after
that, EVERYONE +ried mkiha a backward shot.

5

117



But Mr. Patel shut THAT down, too.

>
i

M

e said we were never gonha inPraw.: until we

started 'ha.kihs 'fhihss more SERIOUSLY. 1:
tried 4o t:?ldih that T was better at s\'\an'ﬁhs
bnckwnf& 'I'hnh -an-mr&, nhcl mrb: 'l'l\: wn)( h:

was 'l':ncl'\ihs uS was all wrong.

Bt T guess Mr. Patel 'l*}\aush'f T was b:ihs a
smart aleck, so he made me run wind sprints until
'I‘l'\r. ehd m( Pr‘nc‘l'itr..

JES N
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On the first few nights we _just worked on stuff
like dribbling, passing, and shooting. But at the

bﬂ&ihhihs of last risl'\'l"s practice, Mr. Patel said
we_were_gonna SCRIMMAGE.

E?trybad)/ was ?r'e-H’)/ excited that we were -Fimlly
gonha get to nr.ﬂa"?' PLAY. But risl'\'l' when we
were about to start, a group of men my dad's age

walked into the 371'-1.

One of the 3u7$ walked vp to Mr. Patel and said
we were gohha have to 3:1’ off +he court because

the Men's L:nsut had the 9y booked at 9:30
ﬂ:r)( Wa&ms&a)r hislﬂ‘.
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But Mr. Patel said that we had the gym unti
10:30, and he had double-checked with the rec
dtpnr‘l'neh't +hat afternoon.

s

Things started to get a little HEATED, but then
Mr. Patel came vp with a solution. He said we could

Pln)( -H\osr. 5;75 in a scr‘ims:, nh& wl\oc\f:r woh
could have the court.

T was a little nervous about Plﬂfhs a_group of
grown men. But these 9uys didnt look like 1“\::)(
were in the best stht, and T +hou3}\+ we nia}rt
be able o take them.

T+ ook a loh3 +ime_for the Men's Lmsut to
warm up. T 't‘haus}ﬁ they were getting cold feet
and were Just STALLING.
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After those guys F.'mlly finished stretching, we
3a+ started. \We won the -h'P-a'F\c, and T ‘Fisur:&
we were oh our way o an easy win. Dut it was all
downhill after +hat.

4\‘?@
.J’
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Those Men's Lmsue guys r-ish-f not have been
super athletic, but *I’l'\:r knew how 1o PLAY. And

'H'w.f 'h.'ri'nll?f made fools out of us.

The whole time, ﬂ“)" hever sfa?ptcl TALKING.
And T hate to admit i, but ﬂ\t}( were l"ﬁd"?f
3:'Hih3 inside our HEADS.

T4 was all carhr stuff that uhlr growh-ups would
say, but it r:ally worked. And the more -ﬂ-\:y
talked, the more we s+ru33|:&.
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The person who was 3:‘Hih5 the most frustrated

was PREET. And T could tell he rm\lr wanted o
stick it to these guys.

But ‘H\ty had 'ﬁsurtd out that Preet was our nhl?r
sood Plnyer, and whenever hed get +the ball, -H\tr

were all over }\ir-\.

A+t one point, Preet stole the ball and sPrih'hd ‘o
the other end of the court for what shouldve been
an tdS)! |n7uP. T +hink Preet wanted +o make a
statement, because he decided +o DUNK .

We were all ?l“:“l"’f)l excited to see Preet throw it
dnwh. But I quess he he:&s to grow a few more
inches before he's rm&f for that.
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Preet landed nwkwnrdlr on his ankle. And even
ﬂ'\aush the game wasn + af'ﬁcin"y over, T think
+he Mens Ltasut saw it as a WIN.
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B 'f}\oush-l' Preet Just rolled his ankle and hed be
back 40 normal for the next practice. But when

he showed up at the 3)fn +nri3‘ﬁ, he was oh
CRUTCHES.

T+ 4urns out Preet BROKE his ankle, and he's
out for the whole season. And thats bad news for
+he rest of us, because without him were toast.

T+5s even worse news for Mr. Patel, because now hes

stuck cmchihs +his team for the rest of the season.
And T'm sure hed rather be spending his free time
wn'l*cl'\.ihs TV or |:nnih3 to Ju%h

But at the btsihhihs of ?rnt'ﬁct, Mr. Patel gave
a sPtcc\\. H: smd thurics are a ?nr'i' of 'ﬂ'n: game,
and the rest of us were gohha have +o 51':? vp-
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Then he ran us 'i‘l'\roual'\ some Pln){s that were
su??asnd to make it tds?f to score. We started
with five on three, but hobod?r could make a
basket. So we went to five on two, and then five
on one, and we STILL couldnt score.

We {.‘mlly hit a shot when it was five on ZERO,
but +he Pln)l didn+ 90 +he wn?r Mr. Patel drew it
up. So if we ncfm“)f score in our first game this

weekend, it's gonhna be b)f blind LUCK.

8 e
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At the end of practice, Mr. Patel said he had a
surprise for us, and apch:& a bis cardboard box.

‘n’\th he started hnhdihs ot UNIFORMS.

T noticed the uniforms looked kind of familiar,
and T rer.nahiu& +the SMELL, 400. Mr. Patel
ule'm& that there wasn+ thousl\ time to get
new uniforms for the team, so ‘H’it)( had o recyde
+he ones from +r7w+s.
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But +here was snm+hih3 DIFFERENT about

+he Jersa?rs, because now there was a logo
Prih'i'ad on the back.

Mr. Patel told us that t"e‘tr‘y +eam has a sponsor
to h::l? pay for stuff like gym rentals, and our
sponsor for the season was Marconis Sub S"\a?. T
guess it was 'l'oush fEhJihs a soo& sponsor, because
Tm Pr:‘H'y sure Marconis is still closed for health
code Violations.

MARCONI'S
Sub Shop

Ffo,a -
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Sn'l’ur&n){

Ta&n?r was our first game of the season, and it
was at the :l:mh'tnr)( school gym Coach Patel
asked everyone to get +here a half hour mrl?r so
we could go over the Plnh and warm up-

Mr. Patel showed us a few new P\n?!s he Jtsished,
which looked like they mustve taken all h:s\'rt

to draw vp- 3 Juﬁ KaPtJ the other 3 s oh
the team understood what all the little synbals
were Su?Pasr.d 1o _mean, because i+ was cnn?le-i'g

3.'|>berish +o ME.

O
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While we were 3aih3 over -ﬂ\a ?In?fs, +he stands
started fi“ihs up- T was nervous to Pld)t in front
of a r.raw&, but it turns out I didnt need o
worTy about it. Because when Coach Patel put in
his S‘I’nr‘ﬁhs IiheuP, I wasnt in it.

We were Pin)(ihs nsnihﬁ' Frnhklin, wl\ic\w 1S a town
that's 'Iwcrﬁy minutes down the road from us.
Things got off 10 a rack?( start when Franklin
won the opening -Hp-aﬁc and took it all the wny
down to 'l‘\‘\r. other end for a Inyu?. Ahd that set
+he tone for the rest of the game.




Kevin Pomodoro was our point guard, because hess
the nhlr kid on our team who can dribble while
laokihs up- But Kevin was bnsimll)f Plﬁ)(ihs ohe-
handed, because every +ime he needed 4o ?rtll out
one of Coach Patel’s Pla?'s, hed have 4o take his
retaner out so ?eaplc could understand him.

BLUE SIX!
' BLUE SIX!
. A

Ewc.rﬁunn?( the Frankln ?lq}fcrs cuuslﬁ oh, and
u\a:hr.w:r Kr.ln'h wnul& call o ?ln)', 'I‘hcfd e fnr

=
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Qur team was 'l’ryihs its best to follow Coar."\
Patel’s new Pln)(s, but I dont think nhyah!: knew
who was an X and who was an O, so it was JuS‘l‘

pure confusion out -H\:rt.

Coach Patel started fﬂll;hﬂ at the kids on

the bench like what was hn?Pthihs out there

was OUR fault. And T Just acted ke T was
ashamed because it seemed like thats what he was

Imkihs for.




Coach Patel started subbing kids out of the game,
and T was stﬂihs worried he was gonna ?u+ ME

in. So T moved to the end of the bench and just
?rnrul hed farat-i' T was there.

(2 m

cﬂ : =22

But Mom was in the stands, and she wasn+
:mr:H)( h:lpihs.




Even 'ﬂ'\nus}\ +he e.|ene.h+nr)( school 37'r-1 IS _our
home court, its not like we have a home court
ADVANTAGE. First of all, the gym is about
Sﬂth‘l'}( years old, and there are all sorts of dead
spots on the floor. So even when someone on our

+eam would +r7 to get 5or->t+|\jh3 going, +ht)('d
end up |nsih3 their dribble.

Plus, there’s bubble gum and other crud caked on

the floor. And on a fast break, Jabari Bruce
4r.+u4“?f lost a shoe ruhhing down the court.
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Whoever dcsishcd the 5)"-. did a lnus)( Job, because

there’s no room between the sidelines and the

walls. So anyone ﬁzihs to save a ball from going
risking their LIFE.

out of bounds is

On 't'oP of ﬂm‘i‘, +he doors 4o ﬂ\t restrooms are
close to the baseline. And in the first qmr’i'cr,

there was a line for the ladies room.




Ta make matters worse, 'ﬂx: 3u7$ who used 'i'h:

m:h's room ktpf ltdvihs 1'}‘»: daar apth. Ahcl at

ohe Pm’h‘l’ someone threw a bad pass and the ball
landed in the URINAL.

—
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One of the refs washed the ball off in the sink
and then dried i+ with some paper towels. T dont

know what +’n¢)r Pnr those 3;75, but whatever it
NOUGH.

s its not E
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Believe it or hot, ny team mmsed ‘o score a
handful of buckets. But when the buzzer went
n‘“, the score was 38—06. I was Jusi' slnd +hat
Coach Patel didnt put me in, because if he had, T
guarantee we would ve lost bf even MORE.

Tve Pldftd ehaug}\ sports to know that when the
sanc's over, 7nu'rt suPPoMJ +o shake hands with
the other team and say it was a 300& game. So
that's txnrﬂr what I DID.

But T wished someone had told me we were ahly at

HALFTIME, because M)(be then T wouldnt have
made such a fool of nysd'f.




Coach Patel 4old us 4o meet in the locker room so
we could get r:ud?( for the second half. But the
tlamhhry school didnt HAVE a locker room, So
we had to settle for the men’s bathroom. And
uhfar'fuhnhlf it was accu?ic&, so we didnt even

have it all 4o ourselves.

CHANGING
STATION

jo)

But that didn+ s-h::? Coach Patel from lnuhcl\.’hs
into his halftime 51‘):::;11 as sooh as he S'h:??:& in
the room. T was a little bummed out that Coach
was mkiha us listen to0 a SPttcl\ at halftime.

Because if you ask me, T +hink halftime should
be a VACATION from the game.
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But Coach Patel started b){ going over tvtry'l'l‘\ihs
we were &aiha wrong, and all the dclJuﬂmhﬂ we
needed to make in the second half if we wanted
to_win.

Then he told us a S'h:-ry about this group of

Scottish warriors from a |oh3 time ago. H: said

H'\r.?' were surrounded by their enemies and were
1’01’:“7 oui’humbtr:d, but ‘l“\t}( won the battle b)f
S‘Htkihs ‘i'osﬂ’htr and fia\\‘ﬁhg with tv:ry‘!'hjha
'I'}\r.)( had.
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He said if we followed the game Phh, mn;{bt WE

could 3:"(‘ a ?ic'l'ar}(, to0. Ah& I have to n&m"l’, it
was a ?r:+17 300& sPucB, because b?r ﬂ\e time we
lef+ that bathroom we were rcnd)( to go to WAR,

There were still a few minutes to e before the

second half started, so everyone used the chance
‘o rc.hy&rﬁc.

The Wmdlcys were rts?ahsibh for SUPPl)rihs
the drinks for the first game, So we all hclp:&
ourselves to bottles of water from the cooler.

11



Bt T guess the Wm&l:rs never cleaned out their

cooler ;rnn Summer Yacation, ber.nuit ‘ﬂ\trt were

some LEFTOVERS in there, too.

There were even a half-filled bottle of k:'l'chuP and
a full bottle of mustard in the cooler, but Yusef and
wa)r werent oo c\'\oos?f about their refreshments.

GULP
GL
—_— .’f

T quess -H\:)r ﬁaur:& 'ﬂ\tfd +ake every bit of fuel
‘H'my could GET.
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Coach kt?'i‘ Yusef in for the whole first half,
and he was so sw:a'l‘),r that he had +o wring out
his jersey. But T wished he hadn't wrung it out
into the COOLER, because there were still some
bottles of water in there.

Like T said, everyone was fired up after that
s?eec}\ by Coach rgnﬂl But T quess +hose guys in
Sco‘l'lnhd had samﬂ‘nhs we DIDN'T, because +he
second half of the game started off a lot like the
FIRST.
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ﬂ\ihss got so out of control in the fourth
quarter that Coach Patel put me and the rest of
the bench in. But if he was ho?ihs wed 3:'?; our
team a spark and tumn things around, he mustve
been PrrHy Jisn??aih'tncl.

Ta be hoh:s-l‘, T cant even remember what the

final score was. All T remember was that on

+he ride home, Mom said our coach shouldve run
different ?ln)rs, and that T shouldve got more

Pln)rihs time.
The nhiy +|\ih3 Dad said was that if this was

GOLF we wouldve won, because we had the lowest
score. 1 quess -ﬂncy were both +r7ih3 +o make me

feel better, but it didnt l"td“)( work.
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Suhdn}z

Moms nlwa?(s suyins how sports brihss people
1‘05::'['1'\“, but T think she rish*f nc‘fua";( be wrong
about that. Because in ry experience, sports Jus-i'

tears us APART.

The people in my town dont like the Surrnuhcliha
towns because Jty nlwnrs beat us in sports. But
the town we hate the most is Slacksville, because
+hose guys alwnys DESTROY us.

T+5 been going on like this since before T was
born. And whenever an old-timer in my town
mentions Slacksville, -I'}\ey nlwnys spit.

RECKON I GOTTA GO

INTO SLACKSVILLE 7

TO GET MY VACUUM
CLEANER FIXED.

5/

/ w.. &

" §

145



M?r town s issues with Slacksville go a lot de:\?er
+han SPORTS, -l'\\ough. About a hundred 7tars
ago, we were suP?nsucl to get a th:lry fn:‘i'orr
in_our town, which wouldve brauah-i‘ in a lot of
Jabs and mohey. But some biswiss from Slacksville
swooped in at the last minute and stole the
{nc'i'nr)f from us.

TOWN CLERK

These du?fs, Slacksville's got ALL +he saad stuff,
like a mall and two Sahc courses. And all weVve got
+o show for ourselves is an abandoned drive-in
moVie theater and Marconi's Sub S‘\o\)

So were nlwn?(s |ookih3 for way’s to get back at
+hose 3u75. A’nd since we cant beat -ﬂ\m in s?or-i‘s,
we have o be CREATTIVE.
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Last yenr, the state was ?lnhrihs on Puﬁihs a
bis snrbast Junp in our town. But we made some

chnhaas to_our zoning laws, so the state had
to put the dump in Slacksville instead. And Tve
heard 'ﬂ\:?f'ra not too HAPPY about it, either.

T+ seemed like ﬂxihas were gohha chnhsc. a few
months back when the mayor of Slacksville called
our rﬁn)(or Sr.tyihs he wanted to make a peace
a{{:r‘ihs. E.\n:ry )uznr, our town has a sinh'i'
bonfire in the park on the Fourth of July, and
+his year the people of Slacksville wanted o
donate the wood.
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'ﬂ\: +£nih3 was 3r:n-t, because our town was
out af mahty Far recreational si'u“: and caul&h,'f

afford to do the bonfire this ?rtnr nh)mn?(.

So our m?lar gave the Plnh +he green lia}\'h and

a few Jnrs later 4+rucks started s}mwih& vp from
Slacksville with piles of lumber. And ﬂ\t)r even set
it all up for FREE.
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But right before we lit the fire on the Fourth
of J_ul)/, our health ihsPtdur came b)f ‘H‘\c town
Pnrk and said the wood from Slacksville was
c\\tnicnll?l treated, so we couldnt burn it because

ot wauld release Jnhseraus 'Fums into 'ﬂ\: air.

The next &a?r, our mayor called the mayor

of Slacksville and +old him he'd have 4o send
someone to haul +he wood away. But T guess
their mayor nlrtnd?r knew the wood was full of
chemicals and +l'\ou3"\+ the whole +l'u'h3 was pre

Hlnrinus.




So now we Ve 301‘ a 3iuh‘l‘ Pilr. of ra'Hihs lumber
in the middle of our town Park, and this fall

+he Prtschaalnrs had 4o Pln?f their soccer games
AROUND 4.

But their soccer season got t‘.l.-r‘i' short when a bunch
of animals moved into the waadpﬂr., and :?:r)mhe

usrte& it was too clnhstraus for kids +o kttP
Pln?(ihs near i+,
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Soe T quess Slacksville has the last Inus‘\, at least
for now.

The reason IT'm brihsihs this stuff up- 1S because
‘fadny was our first nwnr game, nhd of course it
was in Slacksville. T got a queasy fatlihs when
we drove ?nﬂ the sigh, because T hadn+t been

+here in YEARS.

\——4 Y~
= T —
et WNELCOMey ™ |

SLACKSVILLE

"Jf:wclrgtown"




QOur game was at Slacksville His\‘\ , and their gym
was WAY better +han ours. The court looked

brand new, and 1 didnt see a sihslt piece of gum
on the floor.

‘n'\e 37#1 was Pant& before we 301‘ there & and
PmPIe started booihs &urihs warm-ups.

ROOO00000OO D

THOOMP
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Onlr a few of our ?nrehﬂ showed vp to cheer us
on. 1 had o r.urpoa| to the game with Edward
ﬁ:nl?!, because Mom said she needed 4o 90 with
Dad to Mnhhfs Pr:sd'mal Plnr.

But T kind of wonder if Mom bailed on me because
she knew what was in store for our team in

Slacksville.

T was ?rc-H')r anxious for the game 1o get started

so T could take Py spot at +he end of the bench.

But there were nlr:nd?e Pta?lc sitting in +hat spot,
and there wasnt nh)( room for ME.
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There was an :np-ly space a few rows vp in the
51‘nhds, so when the game shr“h:d, that's where I
went. But I was afraid Fm?lr_ were gohha hotice
that T wasnt from Slacksville and give me a hard
+ime. So whenever the crowd booed r-:?( team, I

T+ was w:h.nll?f Pr:-HY :asy to do, because we got
off 4o another terrible start. Slacksville started +the
9ame {7 \‘\iﬁihs a dtc? ‘l‘hr::-?oihhr‘ ) and then
‘H\t)( stole the ball and hit ANOTHER one. And
before lahs , +l'\:7 were ahead |>7 Mhﬁ)( Paih‘i's.

T 'l'}‘\ausl'\'l' +hat once 'l'\'u:)( buil+ up 4 lead 'l"\ty'&
start o take it :ns)r on us. But T guess :v:ryam
in Slacksville is still sore over the 3arbu3: dunP,
because ﬂm?( never let up.
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T\\:)f started runhing a full-court press, which
meant we couldnt even get the ball ?as*t half-court.
Th fact, we couldnt even get +he ball in Pln)!
because those Slacksville kids were all OVER us.

Coach Patel was yellihs at our team ran the
sidelines. But his voice was drowned out by the
Slacksville crowd.

“ONK D% T, el P
hﬂo e = % N A =
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Ev:ry once in a while my +eam would get the
ball inbounds, but +hen three or four Slacksville
Pln);.-.rs would swarm the kid who got +he pass.

At\&_w: couldnt even 3:"[' nh?r rtbouhcl.s, because
their center was so big ht._acﬁra]l}r made Yusef look

o N
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B}/ halftime, the score was 52—0, and T was
I‘soFihs the refs would use the mercy rule and end

the game. But T quess 'ﬂ'\:y don+t do that kind of
thing in basketball.

{

I

i\

\! ._\

Tm Pr:H')r sure the ?ea?lt who run the
Slacksville gym +urned up the heat in the visitors'

locker room JUS'I’ 4o make us uncomfortable ; because

it was like a SAUNA in there.
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Coach Patel gave another s?:ech, but this one

washt about Scottish armies or anything like
that. T+ was about PRIDE.

He said that when we s*l'eP?::d onto the floor,
we were representing our TOWN. Then he said
we shouldnt even look at the score, because the
onl ‘I’h’ns +hat mattered now was how hard we
FOUGHT.

And that 3o+ :v:r)mm Ju$+ as fired up as the
sP:r.c}\ in our first game.




But a few kids on my team took Coach Patel

too LITERALLY. Because when the second half
started, our team was r:adr to fish'l‘ for REAL.
Yusef got things started b)z throwing an elbow,
+hen Rubr Bird took down Slacksville's center.

ﬂ'\r.h +he Woodley brothers started Saihs at it

with each OTHER for some reason.

i

RLFF
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But the refs had BIGGER Prable:ns to deal
with. Kevin Pomodoros mother and one of the
Slacksville moms started arguing in +he stands,
and the next 'thiha )(au knew -H\:r were ﬂ\rawiha
hn?(mkars.

¥ T ® il i

)y Co. '__;‘“..\,__.. IR I

The refs went into the bleachers to break i+ up,

so L decided 4o make myself some room on the

br.hc\\, because i+ was a lot SAFER +here.

But T wished T had ﬁn)m& where T was, because
when Rubf and Yusef 301‘ :Jt:'i‘gd for {ish'ﬁhs , the
coach put me in +he game along with Tﬂf"\l"l)l Che.
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The Slacksville coach Pull:d his starters to give
+hem a rest, and he ?u+ in_his bench Pln){crs, too.

Coach Patel 4old our +eam to run one of the Plnfs
he +nu3¥\'t us at Prnc'ﬁc:. And believe it or hot,
+he ?ln?( nc-l‘unll?( WORKED.

Now the score was 52—2, and the Slacksville
crowd was rmll?r dhmytd because 'ﬂ\:)f 'I'housh'f
‘H’\t}( were_gohha SKUNK us.
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So the Slacksville coach put all his starters back in
+he game. T\\cy reeled off -i'\rvch‘ly-ﬂ'\ru s-l'rnisl'rl'
Paih'l's, and it seemed like there was mﬂihs we

could do to stop +hem.

T didnt understand any of Coach Patel’s ?ln)fs, so
IJus-i' ran vp and down the court and 4ried 4o
look like T knew what T was Jch'hs. But then Kevin
got double-teamed, and he threw the ball +o ME.

T didnt know WHAT T was Stn‘?pos:d to cla, so T
Jjust tried 4o throw the ball 4o get RID of it. But
a Slacksville ?la){:r hacked me on the arm and the

ref called a foul.




ﬂ'\e ref ?Lri‘ me at the free throw line and gave
me the ball. And T I"l:d“){ wished T remembered
the stuff Coach Patel 'tnual\'f us about sl'\na'!'ihs

+:r.hhiqut, because :\r:r)mne's :?ms were on me.

N

And the Slacksville crowd wasnt :md‘l)( mkihs it
easy +o CONCENTRATE.

163



T think fans should have 40 be QUIET when a
Pin)(trls 'i‘r)fihs 4o shoot a free throw Y but whth

1 4tried 1o 3:1’ them o be more resPert‘Ful, t

didnt work. |

T +a+n||7 whiffed my shot, and the crowd let me
hear about it. But at least i+ was OVER.

P\X?\RR RBALL_LLLLL!!’




Then +he ref gave me +he ball and told me o shoot

AGAIN. T thought he was Just being nice 1:7' g\ving
me_another ry, but i+ furns out that when theres

a s“\ooﬁha fod, )(nu 3:* TWO sl'sa'i‘s.

I didnt want to miss AGAIN, so I 'l‘houal'\'l' about
shoo*i'ihs it backward 4o at least have a CHANCE
of mkihs it. But T didnt wanna make Coach Patel
mad, and decided 4o +r7' a sr'nhh?r sho-l', where 7au
+throw the ball from between your legs.

But when T airballed +hat one, even the
GRANNIES lnusl'\:& at me. N
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After ﬂm-f, I was r‘eu&7 to 9o back 4o n7 sPa-f
on the bench. So T subbed mfszlf out of the
game, which T found out later is not nc‘fun"f A
‘H’\ihﬁ a F‘“}"r is Suppascd +o_do.

N ( Ml::ALY! ‘

Slacksville knp'f runhing up +he score, and before
long it was 98—2. Then one of their ?lnyers hit a
+1nrc:-?aih+:r, 50 how ﬂmy l‘md 101 ?aihﬂ. But
+he scoreboard could anlr disph)( two disH‘s for

each team, so all of a sudden it looked like we were

AHEAD.
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So we started going CRAZY on the bench, and
that !"td“)l ticked off the Slacksville crowd.

The clock was wihdihs down, and Slacksville 4ried +o
move the ball up the court. But now our team was
?ln)(iha with PRIDE, and we locked i+ down on
the defensive end.
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Slacksville mhns:cl to se'l' ?nS'f us, and ﬂ'\t}!
hit a |n)(u‘). So when the final buzzer went off ’
‘H’\t?’ hnd LAPPED uS.

The ahl){ +Hh3 that made me feel better was
when Mr. Mcnl)( 51‘:}?‘7:& at +he Slacksville dum‘}
1o get rid of an old mattress. We might not ever
beat those 3!.?’5 ih_sports, but at least our town
doesnt SMEL L. ” .

G S S——
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NOVEMBER
TutSc}ny
T wish T could say that after Slacksville our team
got better and we won a few games durihs the
season, but thats not what hn?Ptm&. Th fact,
ﬂ\ihss Jus+ 3°+ worse and worse as the season

went on.

After the Slacksville game, Mr. Marconi from
Marconi's Sub Shn? called Coach Patel and 4old him
he didnt want 4o sponsor our team nh)fmre. But
b)r then i+ was +oo late +o :hah3¢ our uniforms, so
we just used electrical tape to black out the logs.
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And that tuned into a ?r‘ubl:n, because in our
next game onhe of the kids on the other team got
electrical 'I'nPr. from Yusef's Jnrsr.)f stuck to his face.
ﬂ\th when the kid’s mom removed the 'h:P:, she

: FE.

\Whenever wed start to fall behind in a game, Mom
would let Coach Patel know what he should be Joihs
dlfﬁreh‘l‘ly And Tm not sure he ru")r nP?uth

‘\E.I" ﬂ&‘flf.t

HAVE YOU TRIED PLAYING
ZONE DEFENSE? BECAUSE
;.‘ MAYBE THAT WOULD HELP!

I “aro:

e
‘w' ‘ zfi

ANE

-




Somewhere along the line, the other teams’ coaches
started fctliha SORRY for us, so H\cf& ?Iay
their benchwarmers instead of their starters. But
that didnt c}mhac +he RESULTS.

il

The parents on our team started complaining o
+he rec |r.n3ur. +hat we were |asih5 67' ‘oo r-ﬂhr
points, and it wasnt sood for our self-esteem. So
+he le.-naut made some rule t\\nhsts ‘o l’\th ktzp
'ﬂ'\ihas under control.

ﬂ'\: new rules said that if )mur +eam was n"\:ncl bf
'hvth'ly or more Pnin'fs, )(au had 4o pass five times
before yau took a shot.

1



Ahd that did nc-hnllr k:t? +he score Jm-m, but i+
was PrrH')f l\ur-ilid'tihs when the kids on the other
team counted their passes out LOL‘).D.

ﬂ'\th teams started 'l'r)(ihs to k::p +heir scores
down on their OWN. And 'H‘\Ey' tried all sorts of

ﬂ-dhss, like ahl}r &ribblihs with their left hands
and even :lasihs +heir e.yas when -er.)r shot.

But the scores were STILL lo?sidtd, so ‘\nlfwn?r
'H\rausl\ the season the rec lmsu: did mmﬂﬁhs
a little more drastic 4o l‘\tl? us win. One weekend
‘l‘l\t}( &ra??td us dowh a w‘\alt age 3rnuP, nhc{
the week after that 'l’l'\:f draﬂxd us_down
ANOTHER level.
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Ah& there's M'Thhs ke "\n'ﬁhs ?rour butt handed
to )mu b)( a bunch of t|tm:h+dr7 school kids 4o

make feel 4 about elf.
)mu el goo 7n~urs

, ¥ nhl?r made one basket the entire season, but it
was on the wrong hmp. And T guess Coach Patel
wnh-h:d me Yo im’u n)( moment, So }'\t clidh*i' even

sn)( ah?fﬂ\ihg when it hn?pcm&.




B)( the end of the season, ahl?' Mom and a few
other Pnrchﬂ came to the games. And b)r then
even the REFS werent Pn;(iha attention.

d R

\We were so ‘“PP)( when the season fim!l)( ended
+that we gave Coach Patel one of those 'ﬁd’al‘)f
baths like -ﬂ\t)f do when a team wins a chnnpians{\i?.
But T l’sop: he took a REAL shower when he so‘r
home, because that ﬂ‘nhs was full of SWEAT.

CHEW
CHEW




Afhr‘ our last game, we hnd an end-of-season
bnnquc.-l' at Marconi's Sub ShoP. And the nhl?r
reason Mr. Marcon nsrud +o host i+ was because
his restavrant still wasnt a-mdnllr open and he

needed the business. But I avoided uh?r food with

myahmisr: in it Jus-t in_case.

Coach Patel handed out awards, and ﬂ:ré Pln)rtr

3a+ ohe. But since no one was nh)r GOOQOD +his

season, he had 4o 3!:-1' creative.

Thiis fw:ﬁ' rcale s /*f'r seriled 1o

Gre:ﬁ He.F f |e?r

for trying to learn a new sport

2D Dion
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After we had cake, Coach Patel gave a sPeccl\.
He said that we r-is}ﬁ' not have won nh)r games,

but he was Proo& of us for +r7;h3 our hardest and

never 3:'\'.'}'\3 up.

Then he said that even ﬂ\oush +here ?rababl)f
werent any future profcss.‘aml athletes on our team,
there were a lot of OTHER excrting careers out
there, like accounting and web df_&sh and ?U‘PPC“T‘Y.

T+ wasnt as inspiring as some of the other
s?accl\cs he gave durihs +he season, but T guess

'H’\:)( cant all be winners.

(

T was JuS‘f 3|n& +he season was ﬁmlly OVER i
because i+ meant T could 90 back 4o my reqular
life. And Tm Pr:H)( sure. my teammates felt the
same. way. But the one person who couldnt let it
g0 was MOM.
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Before Mr. Patel got in his car o leave, Mom told

him about this state tournament for teams that

hadnt won any. games during the season. Then she

showed him a ﬂrcr shed Prin-h:d out.

TOUGH
SEASON?

Turn that frown

SEGOND

T

"
S
'
N

Because there's a
winner in everyone!

upside down in the

URNAMENTY

T really wished Mom had asked me about this

FIRST, because the last 'ﬂ\ihs T wanted was 4o
?lny more BASKETBALL. But lud:i\y Mr. Patel

fel+ the same way.
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Mr. Patel told Mom that our team was \\op:l:ss at
basketball and he wasn+ willing to put us +‘~urau3\‘\
nh?f more rnise.r)/. Ahri even ﬂ\nual'\ i+ sounded a
little harsh, Mom didnt argue with him.

MARCONI'S

I y
Y /

A week later, Mom invited the whole team o our
house. T +\\ou3}1+ +his was one of those end-of-
+he-season ?nﬁics where ?fau have pizza and my‘bc
watch a movie or Scm:ﬂ\iha, but it was a whole

other THING.

Once :v:rynm 30'1‘ to our l'\auSl: , Mom said S}‘u: l‘md
an_announcement to make. She said she was goihg
to enter us in the Second Chance Tournament and
that SHE was gohna be our coach.
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Then she said we were going to enter +he
tournament as a whole new team for a fresh start,
and she started ‘\dhdihs out uniforms.

E.v:ryah: 5a+ kind of :xn"ltd, because these
uniforms looked EXPENSIVE. The Jerseys had
blut—nhd—snl& s+i+r.l'\ih3, and each kid's last name
was written on the back. There was no Spohsor
+his time, so T m guessing Mom ?m'rl for these out
of her own Potke:h
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On the front of each Jersey was the picture of
one of those sled Jaas rau see in Alaska. And
Mom u?lnihr.& that our team was gonhha be the
HUSKIES, Just like her middle-school basketball
team.

|

v g——

11’ was Prt‘HY obvious Mom was Ju5+ +ryih3 to
relive her 3'“‘7 Jn)rs ﬂ\rnush US, but T didnt
rtnllr care. Decause like T said, those uniforms
were NICE.

Mom said that this time around we were gohha be
WINNERS. And that sounded a whole lot better

+han bciha accountants and Puppﬂur&.
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Thursdn);

The bis tournament is less than a week away, S0
our team doesnt have a ton of time to prepare.
But after our first practice, Tm kind of 3lnd we
DON'T.

Moms tmchihs 5171: IS tm?lthl?! di'ﬁtrth'f from

Mr. Patels. Tnstead of warkihs on our basketball
skills, we did a bunch of +auc\'\7—&:|7 ﬁnrq*buildihs

exercises.

T Just hn?t Mom knows what shes &aihs , because
T dont see how that stuff is gohha l’\tl? LS win

dhy 3dﬁt$ .

OK, ALL TOGETHER NO\D

“TVE GOT YOUR BACK!




One of the exercises was Su?'?ase.d to “\clp us get to
know each other better. We stood in a circle, and
when you threw the ball 4o another pla)egr, you had
to_tell_everyone something about yourself. So when it
wﬁn)f'fumMﬂ\rm'l'hr.bnlL said that T liked
mint chocolate ch'? ice_cream.

But when Edward MuI)r got the ball, he fihd“)f
started TALKING. He told us how his S'i'epnnn
iS rullr strict and how she doesnt like his pet

turtle that he got for his birthday.

T fact, he went on for so long that Mom had 1o
+ake the ball from him and hand i+ 4o someone else.




After that, we Plarad some actual basketball. Mom
tried hnchha us a few ?ln)(s +that her team used
the year 'ﬂ\t)r reached the state finals, but we
were l’m\fihs trouble getting the }““3 of 'I‘Hhas.

T didn't think the fact that we were terrible was
aich i BAT) A, T bichcofoibis
movies about teams who are urﬁtrdoss, but +then
'ﬂ'\t}f Pull -I'usrl'hr.r and win in the end. And Tve
been wah&ariha if WE could do that.

But the ?Inr:rs who are on those teams never
make nh){ r-:ahr.y, because -ﬂ\tfrr. not +he ones
telling the story. So Tve been thinking that if we
turn into one of those teams that inspires a movie,
I™ gonna be the one to cash in.
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So before ?rncﬁcc +nni3¥\+ g 7 ?u-t +n3a+h:r a
Ptrm‘ssiah form and 30'1‘ nr teammates to si3h it.

I hereby authorize
Greg Heffley to use my likeness and image in
a film or television series and any subsequent
sequels, throughout the universe and in

perpetuity.

SIGN HERE

The ahl;{ person who gave me an issve about it was

Yuse'f, w}\o said hed have to ask his {)nr:h'l*s before
he could sigh the form. But after T Prnr-is:d +o
give him my lunch snacks for the next three Jnys.

he was on banr‘d, to0.
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A" we need to do NOW is win this tournament so
T can sell +he n’slﬁs +o one of those studios that
makes f::l-sm& movies. And T can nlrmd?r see
the poster.in my head.

UNDERDOGS

N

-

EVERY DOC




Suhcln){

The Second Chance Tournament was }\nlfwn)f across
the state. 1 guess n)( teammates ?nrtn‘fs were
burned out on basketball, because none of +hem
wanted o make the drive.

So 7¢s+¢r&n7 Mom rented a b.’s van to 3:1' the
team to the tournament. She said there was a
chance wt}d ?iu?( for two cln?(s, SO :\':r')(aht }md to

-

Some kids ?ncktd WAY too much for one rn's}'rf.
Yusef braush'f two loaves of bread and a bunch of
svpvlics for mndwithts, Plus a bnck?nck filled with

Pnck an a\ftrhish*t bn3.

"> JROOM

chocolate-covered raisins.
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Jabari braush'f his video game S)rsﬂn and a
computer monitor so we could all ?lnr games_in +he
van. But T guess it was too much for the vehicle's
electrical $7$"I‘tn +o handle, because we had o

?ull into a repair sI\aP when the circuit board got
overloaded.

REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAIT

We made another pit stop when Yusef needed
+o use the restroom after eating half of +he
chocolate-covered raisins all '07 himself. And even
'I'houah we left+ 4wo hours earlier than we needed
‘o, we bnr:l?r made it to the tournament on time.

Since +his was a bis conPt'ﬁﬁah. 1 ‘l‘hous‘ﬂ it
would be held at a :n||:3: campus or a_convention
center or somi'hihs.
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So T was pretty disap‘:nih-fe& when we pulle& up
at the old Prisah thats scheduled to be torn down

next )fur. :
.
el E

STATE PENITENTIARY

But I sutss 'ﬂ'\u'i"s JuS‘i‘ 'l‘l\t wn?f it s wl'\th ?mur
4eam is one of the worst in the state.

| TOURNAMENT

WELCOMEMIDDLE
- SCHOOLERS!

-

R
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When Mom went 4o the desk +o register, she got
some bad news. There was nlr:ncly a team called

the Huskies in the tournament, so she had o come
up-with ANOTHER name. And T guess Mom was
fee.lihs stressed that we were late, so she Just wrote
down the first name that PﬂPPﬁ& into her head.

SECOND CHANGCE
REGISTRATION FORM

| Team name: Uianoga

Bu‘l'w}xehI Saw 'l'}\tmmsafsanen-fﬂ\:
OTHER +eams we were canpeﬁhs nsaihsh 3
didnt feel so bad about ours.

Yellow Bellies Artichokers
Banana Slugs Banshees
COURT 3
Brawlers Mathlete All-Stars
Rubber Duckies Winter Dogs

139



‘n\r. games were bﬁihs held in a bis open area that
mustve been used as a cafeteria when the prison
was opeh. There was a sish with a list of rules
written on it, and Tm not sure if i+ was for US

or for the Prisnhers.
| 1 ' l |

MESS HALL RULES

1. No sharp objedts

2. No swearing
3. No complaining

4. No food fights

The courts were side by side, which meant there
wasn + “h}( room for fans to watch the games.

But that was OK, because it looked like haba&f
ELSE'S ?nr:h'l's had come to this 'ﬂ\ihs > either.

QOur opponents were nlruclf warming up onh Court
ﬂ'\rr.:. Ahd I }\n\f: to ndn"l', I was a little

relieved that we were ?ln}dhs +he Mathlete
All-Stars in round one.
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But T shouldnt have underestimated +h¢rn, because
these guys made up for their lack of basketball
skills with their BRAINS. @




ﬂ'\tir team was Iausr oh de{ths:, so we scored a
buhch, t00. But we couldnt do nh)f‘i'\‘xihs to 51‘0?
their OFFENSE, and at the final buzzer the
score was 3 /—30, Mathlete All-Stars.

Me and my teammates were Pr‘:-l"l?« bummed out
because we knew this was our 6&3 chance to fihctll?r
sri' a win, and we blew it. Plus, we felt a little
dumb for Pnckiha a\r:nial'\'l‘ bnas.

But then Mom told us mmﬂ'ﬁhs +hat was ?raﬁ'}(
s\'\ackihs. She said that in the Second Chance

Taurhamht )(nu Plnyr.& until 7au WON.
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That meant the Mathletes were going home, and
we were STAYING.

Well, that c}mhaad EVERYTHING. T+ meant
we were nc-l‘unlly STUCK in this ?Ince until we

So-l' a vic-tnry. Ahd now it made sense wh -ﬂ'\t?r
decided to hold +his tournament in a PRISON.

Mom checked the results for the first-round games
4o see who we were fndha next. ‘n\t name of the
team was the Brawlers, which sounded a little more
intimidating than the Mathletes.

But then Mom got +he 5€00p. The Brawlers was a

+eam made vp of all the kids in the state who got
+hrown out of games for FIGHTING, so T guess
the “second chance” 'I'Hha wasn+ Just about WINS.

13



When we 3a+ our first look at these 3;75 , we

khtw we were in trouble.

I was sln& Mom didnt Pu'f me in the 5+nr+ih3
l.’heup, because the game was a {53\\'1‘ from start
to finish. Right after the tip-off, one of the
Brawlers clotheslined Kevin. So Bird JumPe& on
that kid's BACK, and then EVERYONE joined in.




T dont think the refs wanted 4o get in the middle
of a \cish'h 50 +h¢7 Just let i+ go- And T'm ?rc‘H')r
sure -ﬂm?r didnt blow their whistles ONCE.

Since there wasnt a lot of actual basketball bcihg
Plnf:&, it was a |aw-smrih3 contest. But +he
Brawlers :Jstd us out in the end, and the final
score was O—5.

QOur team was ?l‘t‘H‘)’ Sussr.& from ?I“)’;hﬂ +wo
games N a row, but we werent done yvet. We had
to face a team called the Stage Wl'\js?:rers in the
+hird round, and ‘l'he.y looked tired, +oo.
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T couldnt 'Fisurc out what the deal with these
guys was until we started ?lnyihs. 'ﬂ\:r mustVve
been a part of the theater group at their school,
because 'ﬂ'\tf were all great ACTORS.

E.v:ry +ime one of our Pln)mrs would get nh)m“\tf‘t
NEAR one of those 3"75' *ﬂ\c)r'& 'ﬂo? and act
like 'H\:r were thurtJ- And even +hau3‘\ we hever
touched them, we Picke:l vp fifteen personal fouls
in the first quarter.

Their team scored almost all of +heir points from the
free throw line, and we ended up losihs +that one

33—-1/. And if we had o Pln)/ another game after
that, T dont think we couldve uc‘\‘m“)r done it.

196



Luckﬂ?v the next round wasnt until the morning, so
we went 1o a hotel a few miles away, where T was
lookihs forward 4o getting a 3@1 n-'s}\'t's sl:r.?.
But T guess Mom didnt think wed still be Pl“)’ih3
this late in the tournament, so she hadnt booked
our rooms ahead of time. Ahd b)r +hen there were
ah‘?! two lef+ in the hotel.

So Mom booked one room for her and Ruby, and
one for the REST of us. I dont know what it

was like to share a room with Rub)(, but T can
+ell )mu it sure wasnt fun shnrihg a room with the

3"’)"5 on r-?r ;h.'nn




From the "“}' n7 teammates were nc-h’ns, T doubt
uh?( of those 3075 had ever been in a hotel room
before. And T nc‘l’un"7 ‘i’housl'\'l' about r.n“fhs
security on them a bunch of times.

But I DIDNT, and 'ﬂ'\:ﬁ' was a l:.s mistake.
Because one of them started an ice cube fish*t and
hit a sPrihkle.r in the ceiling.

T - W .
5.) 0%o0 80 ° o>
T+ turns out that when the sprinklers go off, it
triggers the fire alarm.
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So we spent the next two hours outside in the
'Frtu.ihs cold, along with everyone ELSE who was
5+d7ih3 at the I\o‘l’:l, while the fire &:?nr'fmh‘f
reset the alarms.

Th +he morning, Mom was Pr:'H7r nhm)(td with
us, but she seemed focused on the c{u?l nl'\:ncL

Durihs brmkfnﬁ, Mom said we were h:qdiha into
+he Final Four, and that we all needed o ?h}( as
a team to Pull out a4 win +adny.
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Then she told :\'r.r)fnh: about how i+ felt 4o

lose her very last game, and that she sometimes
wonders if she couldve done nh)rtl\ihs DIFFERENT
to chmat the outcome. Mom said she didnt want
US 4o have nh)r r:srrts, so we needed 1o leave

ﬂ:ryﬂins on the floor +odny.

T4 was a 300& sPecch and all, bt the difference
between Moms team and our team was that her
team was ihs ‘o prove ‘ﬂ'\e)f were the BEST, and
mmrnjuﬁWierhbeﬁcWORSt So the
truth is, we didnt r:n||7 need the extra motivation.

ch-i‘:rdn)f mrhihs, when we showed up at the
tournament, hobocbr knew who we were. But
after setting off the fire alarm last hia}ﬁ,
EVERYONE did.
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And the team we ?ln?v:d in the next round was
out for REVENGE. T‘“‘f were the ahl)z nll-siri
team in the whole tournament, and T guess 'I‘l'\ey
didnt appreciate hn‘ﬁhs +heir Sltt? ih-l'errm(ri'td.

So when we faced off against the Banshees, 'H'\t}!
were rend)f +o PLAY.
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Tn the third quarter, Mom had +o take Ru{??(
out of the game to give her a rest. But T rtnllr
wished she hadn+ P”+ ME in 4o take her ?lntt,

because it was like 'l‘l'\rawihs raw meat 1o a bunch

of WOLVES.

T dont even remember what the final score was.
All T know is that we lost, and ﬂ‘\c?f 50* to 90

home.

o STATE PEN
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T have no idea how the Banshees lasted so |oh3 n
+he tournament without a win, because those 351"15
were 1 OUGH. But when T saw the two teams
who were still Gshﬁhs for the chance +o 90
home, T could see wh)f +hose guys were still here.

The 4wo teams left were the arisinni Huskies
and the Fuhkr Dunkers. And +3ne.7 both looked
:qun"y terrible o ME, so it was nh)mh:'s game

But the Funk)( Dunkers ahly had five Pln)(r.rs
with no subs. So even 'H'musl'\ 'H\:y Pu'l‘ up a 300&
‘ﬁs}ﬂ' 2 'H'\t)r ran out of gas at the end. Ahd
that meant ﬂm){ had to face us in the FINALS.
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T should've fisur:d +his out a lot sooner, but
EVERYONE in this tournament couldn# g0 home
a winner. And whoever lost the last game would
know for sure that ﬂ\:)t were the worst team in
the state.

So we all wanted to win the last game, but mb-o&)f
wahted i+ more than MOM. Ahd before we
started, she went over the game Pl:m and made
some last-minute chnhsr.s to the lir\cu?.

+hat point, almost tver)/bad}e had lef+ the
buil&ihs , and the ?|ncr. was Prnt:'ﬁtn"?( EMPTY.
But 'H\th two ?to‘:h walked in 'i'}\rousl\ 'l'}\t doors.

COURT 1

EFTH




Preet was wenrins some sort of boo'h S0 I guess
+hat meant he didnt need crutches nh)fmre.

Mom asked Mr. Patel what ﬂ\:}( were daihs here,
and he said ‘ﬂ\:}( heard we were pln)nhs 'hndnr so
‘I'hty came Yo Su??ar'l' uS.

But Mom said we didn+t need cheerleaders, we
needed PLAYERS. Then she asked Preet if hed

be mll.na to P‘“)’ in_his boot. And T guess Preet
mustVe missed mn?rhhs, because he said YES.

EHSS

Luckdy Mom had a spare_jersey in her bag, and
she gave it 4o Preet 4o suit up- ‘ﬂ'\ch she Pu+ him
in the starting Lrveu? and told us she was mklhs

onhe more chahat +o the Playbook.
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Mom threw out all of our Plnys and re‘ahcecl +hem
with Just one, which was called "Get +he Ball 4o

Preet.” And :v:r?fam was \\nﬂ: because we fimll)‘
had a ?ln)( we _could UNDERSTAND.

‘ﬂ\t ref blew the whistle 40 start +he game, and
we woh the opening *ﬁ?-aﬂ. Yusef ?uss:cl the ball
to Preet, who was better on ONE leg +han the
rest of us on TWO.

The nhly rablm was that he couldnt RUN. And
:'ur){ +ime he scored, +he Fuhk?f Dunkers 3a+ an
easy baske+ at the other end of +he floor.
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Just before halftime, sarw:'fhihs ren“7 AWFUL
hn-\)?:md. A bunch of kids on the other team
were 'h‘fEha to S'I*GP Preet from s\\m‘tihs : and he
stepped on their point guard’s foot with his boot.

The kid had +o be l’\tl?:d off the floor b)( his
coach and another ?lnycr , and we all clnPP:d,

because for some reason ﬂ'\n'i"s what )rau.rt Su??as:cl
to do in that situation.




But now the Fuhk7 Dunkers were down to four
Pln)(crs. The head ref said that since +he Fuhk)f
Dunkers didnt have a {ull team, 'ﬂ'\:){ were gonhha
have 1o FORFEIT. And T +think their coach was
+o+n||7 fine with that.

But Mom WASN'T. Sht said if we were gohna
win, she wanted us to do it fair and square. So
she said shed send one of OUR ?Inyers to the

other team so we could finish the game.

1 guess the other coach 'Fisur:d he had haﬂ'\.'ns
to lose, so he nsr‘:ccl. ﬂ\:h h: said hed take
PREET. But the head ref said MOM should be
+he ohe to decide which Pln)r:r' +o send 4o the
other team. And after 'ﬂ\ihkiha it over for a
minute, she ?icktd ME.
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Tu be ‘\nhcst I was kind of shocked 3 because
T never tx?:c'h:d to 5:*1' traded by m)( own
MOTHER. But as I walked toward the other

teams bemh, S“\t wh'sp:r:d somﬂ\ihs n my gar.

Well, now T was TOTALLY confused. T wanted
our team 4o win this game_just as much as Mom
did, but T didnt think shed want me o CHEAT.
T was willihs 4o do whatever i+ ook, +hnu5}\,
ihdu&ihs putting on someone elses UNIFORM.
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When the second half started, T got out on the
floor and acted like T was +r)rih3 my hardest.
But I guess nr new teammates didnt trust me,
anyway, because ﬂ\:r wouldnt pass +he ball +o me.

Aﬁtr a few minutes, y Jusﬁ' stood in the corner
to sﬁf out of :\f:r)fom.s wn)r. And that was
nt‘hm")( a srtd‘i' SPO‘I’ +o watch the game, which
was starting to get rmll)r GOOD.

E\rcry +ime Preet would H‘l‘ Some crnr.)( 5"\0*‘ 4
Sonebo&)( on the Funk)f Dunkers would score at +he
other end. T+ went back and forth like that for
the whole second half, and T was so :nual'rl' vp
wnﬁhh‘a the game i % fnrsa‘i' T was nc‘i'ua“)( IN #.
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So when Preet missed a +hr::-?aih+er and the ball
bauhca& n“: ﬂ‘n: fim, I was s}\ackt& w\\ch it came

+o ME.

=

|

o

‘V\P

T didnt know if T should pass or dribble or
WHAT. But T couldnt r':nlly do nhfi“\ihs anyway

because all of a sudden m)( former teammates were

all OVER me.

4
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The clock was -ﬁck.’ns down, and the Funk)(

Dunkers were behind b?r two. So T looked over at
the bench 4o see what Mom wanted me to do, but
she didnt :xnc'tl?r look like she was rooting for me.

Thats when T realized whr Mom sent me to the
other side in the first Plnc:. I‘l’ wasn+ because I

was some sort of secret wen?ah." T+ was because
I STUNK, and she knew I*d blow i+ for the

n'l'l'\:r team.

But {‘r)r then T ‘\omrﬂy didnt CARE. T Just
wanted +o get rid of the ball 4o give n?fs:l{ A
little space.
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So T chucked it with all my might. @

?r Juﬁ FROZE, and

it felt like time stood still. And all nhfoa&)f could
do was watch as the ball flew +hrau3‘\ the air.




Ard whar the ball wert 'il'-r‘a-.ug:h the ret at +he
ather sde of the court, you tovld hear & pin drop.

[ ] | L]

‘——— 4







M?! shot was 300& for three points, which put the
Funk)r Dunkers ahead b)r one. And when the final
buzzer went off, n?f new teammates SWARMED me.

: 8 'Fihally got to see how it fel+ 4o be +he HERO
for once, and for the first time, T could see w}\){
ﬂ:rybad){'s nlwn)(s mkihs a bis deal about sports.

R
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Ih {nc'f, 'I was +|‘u’hkih3 +hat this would make a
300& MOVIE. So T started working oh getting

siaha'fur:s from n){ new teammates.

4 30‘1"1':1 sn)(, Mom was rish'l’ about spar‘fs brihsjhs
?eaPlc +03:+hcr. After +he game, me and +he 3'75

went out for ice cream. Ahd we were }mviha So

much fun that we decided +o have SECONDS.

4

\We were even +n|kih3 about St‘l"ﬁhs +he team
+05:ﬂ\:r and Jaiha +his all over again NEXT

year. And even 'i'}'\aus}\ that could be fun, T +hink
sometimes )m«u should JuS‘l‘ quﬁ' while yau‘rt ahead.
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